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Ozal wins confidence vote 

ANKARA (R) — The new Turkish civilian government of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal won a parliamentary vote of confidence 
Saturday, giving it a clear mandate after more than three years of 
military rule. Mr. OzaL whose cabinet was approved by President 
Kenan Evren earlier this month, had submitted his programme to 
the traditional vote in the new parliament which was formed after 
last month's elections, the first since the 19X0 military coup. The 
programme was approved by 213 votes to 115. with 65 abs- 
tentions. Mr. Ozars programme centres on a change towards a 
free market economy and the streamling of the country’s cum- 
bersome bureaucracy. Six members did not attend Saturday’s 
vote in the 399-seat parliament. 
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Merry Christmas 


Due to the Christmas holiday, the Jordan Times will not 
appear on Monday, Dec. 26. We take this opportunity 
to wish all of our readers and advertisers a very merry 
Christmas and a happy holiday. 


100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


\ 3 Israelis wounded 
in Sidon attack 

‘ SIDON. Lebanon ( R: - At least 
three Israeli soldiers were wou- 
! nded Saturday when gunmen fired 
i a rocket -propel led grenade at a 
1 patrol outside this southern Leb- 
anese city, eyewitnesses said. 
They said ambulances and Israeli 
military vehicles rushed to the 
scene. 

Rifles from Israel 
intercepted in U.S. 

FORT LAUDERDALE. Florida 
(Rl — U.S. customs officers Fri- 
day confiscated 12.00(1 rifles shi- 
pped here from Israel and app- 
arently bound for Guatemala, a 
spokesman said. The rifles, old 
bolt-action models, were in four 
containers marked “machinery" 
offloaded from an Israeli freighter 
at Fort Lauderdale's Port Eve- 
rglades. No arrests were reported 
and the customs spokesman said 

• investigations were continuing. 

Guinea quake 
kills 143, injures 250 

ABIDJAN (Rl — Tremors con- 
tinued to shake pans of Guinea 
after an earthquake Friday which 
killed 143 people and wounded 
25u. Conakry Radio said. The 
tremors, which occurred every six 
hours, were felt in the norih-west 
of the West African country where 
the eanhquake two days ago app- 
eared to have been centred. The 
radio said earlier 200 people had 
died in the earthquake in the 
Gaoual area, some 300 kilometres 
from the capital, and that tho- 
usands had been left homeless. 
Earthquakes are rare in West Afr- 
ica. 

30 dead in 
Zimbabwe accident 

HARARE (Rl — At least 30 
people were killed and 60 injured 
Saturday in a train accident near 
Zimbabwe's main coal mining 
town of Hwange. some 490 kil- 
ometres west of here, the Tra- 
nsport Ministry said. Zimbabwe’s 
national news agency Ziana quo- 
ted the ministry as saying the train, 
bound for Victoria Falls on the 
Zimbabwe-Zambia border, der- 
ailed at about 5.30 a.m. (0330 
GMTl. sabotage was not sus- 
pected. 

’ 8 arrested in 
Guyana plot 

CLEVELAND. Ohio (Rl — The 
arrests of eight people in the Uni- 
ted Slates and Canada have ended 
a two-month investigation into an 
alleged plot to overthrow the gov- 
/ eminent of Guyana, according to 
police. The arresrs followed an 
investigation by Ontario pro- 
vincial police and U.S. customs 
agents into “alleged criminal act- 
ivities by the Conservative Party 
of Guyana (CPG}.’’ a police spo- 
kesman said in Toronto. 

Strike hits Sabeua 

BRUSSELS (Rl — The Belgian 
state airline Sabena cancelled all 
flights Saturday because of a 
24-hour strike by pilots and flight 
technicians, an airline spokesman 
said. 
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PLO leader 
keeps world 
guessing on 
next stop 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat’s whereabouts remained unk- 
nown Saturday, two days after he held a 
dramatic meeting in Cairo with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 


Mr. Arafat was evacuated from 
the north Lebanese port of Tripoli 
last T uesday after a six -week siege 
by Syrian-backed Palestinian reb- 
els and sailed south from the Med- 
iterranean into the Suez CanaJ 
before flying by helicopter to meet 
Mr. Mubarak. 

He was later reported to have 
reboarded the Greek ship Ody- 
sseas Elytis which had brought 
him from Tripoli and was thought 
to be sailing on into the Red Sea 
cn route for North Yemen, with a 
possible stop on the Saudi Ara- 
bian coast. 

Saudi Arabian officials made no 
mention of Mr. Arafat's whe- 
reabouts or whether a meeting 
with King Fahd was possible. 

Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO officials in Jed- 
dah said they had not received any 
official word on his possible arr- 
ival in the Saudi port. 

"We are watting to hear either 
from Arafat or from Saudi off- 
icials." one PLO official in Jeddah 
told Reuters in Bahrain by tel- 
ephone. 

The official said the PLO rep- 
resentative in Riyadh. Rafik Sha- 
ker Natshe. went to Jeddah to rec- 
eive Mr. Arafat if he arrived. 

The Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) Friday night quoted inf- 
ormed sources as saying Mr. Ara- 
fat had left the Greek ship Qdy- 
sseas Elytis and was probably on 
his way to Saudi Arabia, his main 
financial supporter. But there was 
no confirmation. 

The Greek ship is one of five 
which evacuated Mr. Arafat and 
his 4 .(UK l men from northern Leb- 
anon. Two of the ships ended their 
voyage at Lamaca. Cyprus, dro- 
pping off several hundreds Arafat 
loyalists. 

The ship carrying Mr. Arafat, in 
a convoy of three, was said to be 
destined for Hodeida. North 
Yemen, wheh it sailed through the 
Suez Canal into the Red Sea. 

Mr. Arafat's talks with Mr. 
Mubarak, the president of the 
only Arab country that has signed 
a treaty with Israel, were con- 
demned by various Palestinian 
leaders. 

Radical leader George Habash. 
of the Popular From for the Lib- 


eration of Palestine, demanded 
Mr. Arafat's removal from the 
PLO leadership and branded him 
the “Palestinian Sadat" in ref- 
erence to the former Egyptian 
president who made the treaty 
with Israel. 

Palestinian refugees in Tripoli. 
Mr. Arafat’s former Lebanese str- 
onghold. staged a demonstration 
Friday in protest against his Cairo 
visit. 

They marched through the 
rubble-strewn streets of the Bad- 
dawi camp and demanded Mr. 
Arafat be put on trial. 

In Damascus, the main base of 
his rebel foes. Palestinian leaders 
there denounced Mr. Arafat’s 
move and demanded his dismissal 
from the PLO. 

In what appeared to be the first 
official Saudi comment on Mr. 
Arafat’s meeting with Mr. Mub- 
arak. the Saudi Press Agency Sat- 
urday quoted an official source as 
saying Saudi Arabia’s position 
with regard to the meeting “is in 
line with that of the legitimate 
PLO leadership.” 

‘Government in exile’ 

Mr. Arafat was quoted as saying 
Friday that he has become con- 
vinced of the need to form a Pal- 
estinian government in exile. Mr. 
Arafat told the Saudi Arabian 
newspaper AI Yom that the pro- 
jected government will shoulder 
the task of pursuing the Pal- 
estinian political and military str- 
uggle in the coming stage in view 
of the recent events in Beirut and 
Tripoli. 

The formation of a Palestinian 
government in exile will be on top 
of a Palestine National Council's 
(PNC! meeting to be held in Alg- 
eria in February. Mr. Arafat said. 

Interviewed aboard the ship 
carrying him through the Suez 
Canal. Mr. Arafat said that the 
coming' stage of the Palestinian 
struggle will witness intensive pol- 
itical and diplomatic moves on the 
Arab and international levels rea- 
ching a climax at the PNC mee- 
ting. 

He also described Saudi Ara- 
bia’ s stand toward the PLO as pos- 
itive. 


Britain welcomed Arafat- Mubarak 
meeting as positive, says Egypt 


CAIRO i R) — Britain told Egypt 
Saturday that talks between Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLOi Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Thursday were a pos- 
itive contribution to peace in the 
Middle East, the Egyptian For- 
eign Ministry said. 

The ministry statement fol- 
lowed talks between British Amb- 
assador Michael Weir and Egy- 
ptian Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Boutros Ghali. 

"The British ambassador has 
conveyed his government’s con- 
viction that Arafat’s talks in Cairn 
were a positive contribution to 
peace efforts in the Middle East.” 
it said. 

Mr. Ghali also saw’ the kalian. 
American and French amb- 
assadors to brief them on the out- 
come of the talks between Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Arafat, who vis- 
ited Cairo while his ship was sai- 
ling through the Suez Canal on its 
way to North Yemen. 

The Egyptian statement said. 
U.S. ambassador Nicholas Vcl- 
iotes also expressed his gov- 
ernment’s “interest” in the 
Arafat- Mubarak talks “within the 
framework of Egypt’s positive 
efforts to achieve a peaceful com- 


prehensive settlement in the reg- 
ion.” 

The French and Italian amb- 
assadors. in separate meetings, 
also voiced support, the statement 
said. 

Arab analysts in Cairo spe- 
culated that Mr. Arafat's meeting 
with Mr. Mubarak might promote 
President Reagan’s 1982 Middle 
East peace initiative, which Mr. 
Mubarak strongly supports, and 
provide an opportunity, for Was- 
hington to open a dialogue with 
Mr. Arafat. 

It has long been the opinion of 
Egypt that Washington should 
open a dialogue with the Pal- 
estinian leader, possibly in ass- 
ociation with Jordan in line with 
the Reagan plan. 

Egyptian officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat was better placed to conduct 
such a dialogue since he has now 
divorced himself from the inf- 
luence of radical Arab countries 
such as Syria and Libya and from 
hardliners in the PLO. 

The semi-official newspaper Al 
Ahram called oo Israel to grasp "a 
rare opportunity” to act for peace 
in the region, instead of expressing 
anger over Mr. Arafat’s visit to 
Cairo. 

“There is surprise and con- 


sternation in Cairo after Israel's 
angry’ reaction over the Arafat- 
Mubarak meeting... Arafat seeks 
peace based on justice... he has 
repeatedly expressed willingness 
to negotiate a peaceful and per- 
manent settlement... is this what 
Israel objects to now?” it asked. 

Meanwhile in Damascus, rad- 
ical Palestinian leader George 
Habash Saturday branded Mr. 
Arafat “the Palestinian Sadat” for 
his trip to Cairo and predicted the 
PLO leader would be ostracised 
like the late Egyptian president. 

Mt. Habash. leader of the har- 
dline Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine ( PFLP ). told a 
press conference here that Mr. 
Arafat did not have to take “the 
Camp David option” after ret- 
reating from north Lebanon under 
rebel assault. 

“Arafat is the Palestinian 
Sadat... I am sure that our Pal- 
estinian masses will take the same 
position towards him as the Arab 
masses took towards Sadat.” Mr. 
Habash said. 

“Every Palestinian... must ans- 
wer the question: Arc they sup- 
porting the Palestinian Sadat or 
are Lhey supporting the rev- 
olution?" he said. 


Bethlehem begins Christmas festivities 
amid fears of Israeli terrorist attacks 


BETHLEHEM. Occupied West The army says it is concerned grims jammed into Bethlehem. A 

Bank tR - The Latin patriarch about a series of recent grenade huge Christmas tree dominated 

of Jerusalem led the annual pro- attacks against Christian and Mus- the square, which serves as a par- 

cession from Jerusalem to Bet- lim targets. A nun and a. Muslim kinglot during Lhe rest of the year, 

hlehem Saturday ’to open Chr- fclergyman were injured in' two and streetlights were festooned 

istmas celebrations under massive . grenade attacks on a Greek Ort- with streamers, 

security by the Israeli army. hodox. monastery and a mosque Among the visitors were several 

Clad” in black robes and scarlet this week. hundred sailors from the U.S. 

skullcap and escorted by mounted . A shadowy Israeli group calling Sixth Fleet- which has been sta- 

police. Monsignor Giacomo Bel- itself “Terror Against Terror” da- tioned off the Lebanese coast, 

tritti was greeted in Manger Squ- imed responsibility for the attacks. This is the first of three Chr- 

are by Mayor Elias Freij and other as well as for about a dozen other istmas celebrations in Bethlehem, 
•local dignitaries in the Palestinian grenades placed at Christian and The Orthodox community — Syr- 
town where Christ was bom. Muslim sites in recent weeks. ians, Greeks and Copts — holds* 
Marching bands from Arab Despite the attacks, the Israeli Christmason Jan. 6. and the Arm- 
scout troops, complete with bag- Tourism Ministry said some enian church celebrates 12 days 

pipes, performed in the brilliant 12.000 pilgrims from around the later. 

winter sunshine as Israeli troops in world had come to celebrate Chr- .. . 

battle gear stood guard on roo- istmas in Bethlehem, up from M^shm-Chnstwn meeting warns 
flops, on roads leading to Manger 8.000 last year. 0 lsrae 1 

Square and around the Church of Thousands of tourists. West . Origins or Christmas lie m pagan 
the Nativity. Bank residents, and Christian pil- rituals, page 8 


Bomb injures 10, wrecks Paris hotel 


PARIS (Rj — Police have been 
ordered to step up vigilance on the 
streets of Paris over Christmas fol- 
lowing a bomb blast which wre- 
cked one of the capital's most exc- 
lusive restaurants Friday night, an 
interior Ministry spokesman said. 

Ten diners were injured by the 
blast at the Grand Vefour Res- 
taurant in central Paris. 

One of the victims, a French 
woman, lost a leg and might have 
to have the other amputated, pol- 
ice said. 

The other injured, hurt less ser- 
iously. included the French- 
woman’s husband. five Americans 


and two Japanese. 

The bomb, which had been pac- 
ked with metal fragments, was 
placed outside one of the res- 
taurant’s windows. 

No organisation has claimed 
responsibility for placing the 
bomb. 

In a similar attack last month, 
another exclusive Paris res- 
taurant. the 1’Orec du Bois. was 
wrecked and 2d people were inj- 
ured. 

Friday’s blast smashed the res- 
taurant’s scats, broke chairs and 
ripped curtains. Table clothes 
were spattered with blood -and 


floor strewn with broken glass. 

Windows of a nearby theatre 
bar were also smashed. 

Secretary of state for public 
security. Joseph Francheschi. who 
visited the restaurant alter the 
blast, said it was very difficult to 
prevent incidents such as Friday 
night's. 

“1 am determined to head the 
enquiry with diligence ... but I do 
not hide the fact that this (type ol 
incident: causes us problems.” he 
told reporters. 

Paris police could not check 
every dustbin in the city. Mr. Fra- 
ncheschi said. 


Reagan: Lebanon no more an obstacle to peace 

By Michael Gelb 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON - President 
Reagan says the turmoil in Leb- 
anon is nn longer an obstacle to an 
overall viiddlc F.ast peace set- 
tlement and he hopes Jordan and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat will 
enter the peace process. 

“I think enough progress has 
been made there (in Lebanon! 
that we can go forward with the 
peace movement.” Mr. Reagan 
said in a White House interview 
on Friday with Reuters and other 
news services. 

Asked if Thursday’s meeting 
between Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leader Arafat could mean a bre- 
akthrough enabling Jordan to join 
peace talks with Israel, he said: 
“I'm always a little leery about 
saying a breakthrough ... (but) we 
arc optimistic about this.” 

He rejected Israeli suggestions 
that the Mubarak- Arafat meeting 
in Cairo violated the 1978 Camp 
David agreement that led to a sep- 
arate peace treaty between Egypt 
and Israel. 

“As they (the Israelis! look at 
this a little more clearly, they will 
see that Mubarak, based on the 


experience of Egypt and its wil- 
lingness to go forward for peace, is 
simply trying to persuade others to 
change their thinking.” Mr. Rea- 
gan said. 

‘Ball in Soviet court’ 

He also rejected suggestions of 
a confrontation between the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union 
and he repeated earlier pre- 
dictions that Moscow would will 
ultimately resume arms control 
negotiations in Geneva. 

Moscow broke off talks on 
medium-range nuclear weapons 
in November after the arrival of 
new U.S. missiles in Britain and 
West Germany. It has also refused 
to set a date for the start of the 
next round of separate talks on 
long-range missiles. 

Mr. Reagan defended his arms 
buildup, saying U.S. military 
strength was the only reason Mos- 
cow was talking at all. 

“I believe we are further from a 
confrontation possibility because 
of the deterrent capability of the 
United States and our allies ... 
there was a far more unstable con- 
dition when we had let our own 
strength deteriorate.” he said. 

“ I am prepared to say if the Sov- 
iet government wants peace, there 
will be no war. because I know for 


a tact that no other country wants 
war with the Soviet Union. The 
ball is really in their court.” he 
said. 

Optimism on initiative 

U.S. officials have voiced gro- 
wing hope that the split in the PLO 
that forced Mr. Arafat to quit 
Lebanon this week may have 
given new life to Mr. Reagan's 
viiddlc East peace initiative. 

His plan, announced on Sept. 1. 
1**82, called lor Palestinian self- 
ntlc in association with Jordan in 
territories now occupied by Israel 
and for a halt in new Israeli set- 
tlements in the occupied lands. 

Mr. Reagan said Mr. Arafat and 
Iordan almost reached agreement 
last year to allow the kingdom tn 
enter peace talks as a rep- 
resentative of the Palestinians. 
■The apparent accord was blocked 
at the last minute by hard-line 
elements in the PLO. 

“Now, I think that what, Mub- 
arak is doing is talking to him 
(Arafat) about returning to where 
he was earlier, making contact 
with King Hussein and getting 
those peace negotations. our 
peace proposal, underway again.” 
Mr. Reagan said. 

Asked if he thought there was a 
good chance of Jordan coming to 


the peace table, he replied:” Yes. 1 
do. 1 really do.” 

He conceded that Mr. Arafat 
had consistently refused to rec- 
ognise Israel's right to exist but 
noted that Egypt had also once 
been an implacable foe of the Jew- 
ish state. 

“Who is better able in try and 
bring another person into the 
peace process than someone who 
has made l he change that Egypt 
has made?” he saked. 

Lebanese priority receded 

Mr. Reagan said his bclicl that 
the Lebanese turmoil might not be 
an obstacle to the overall peace 
process represented a shift in 
American perceptions. 

“ We’ve believed that set- 
tlement in Lebanon had to pre- 
cede going further with that (the 
peace process). I do not think 
that’s necessarily true now." he 
said. 

He said it was not yet clear if 
Mr. Arafat still was the most pop- 
ular Palestinian leader, but he said 
it was certain the Syrian-backed 
PLO faction that ousted Mr. Ara- 
fat from Tripoli did not speak for 
most Palestinians. 

Describing the Palestinian dis- 
sidents as radicals responsible for 


process 

widespread death and destruction 
in Tripoli, he said: “I cannot bel- 
ieve that the millions of Pal- 
estinians are going to choose that 
leadership.” 

(J.N. cannot replace MNF 

He also said he would welcome 
replacement of the lour-naiion 
peacekeeping force now in Leb- 
anon with a United Nations con- 
tingent. bm he doubled il a cre- 
dible U.N. force was possible. 

"1 would haw wished Irom the 
very first lor a U.N. force. But 
what has prevented it? The Soviet 
Union veto.” he said. 

Me said U.N. military observers 
in southern Lebanon proved to be 
literally helpless because of res- 
trictions placed on them in order 
to win Soviet support. 

About I.WKl U.S. marines are 
serving in the Multi-National 
Force (MNF) in Beirut along with 
troops from France. Italy and Bri- 
tain. 

On Central America. Mr. Rea- 
gan said recent conciliatory ges- 
tures by Nicaragua,- including a 
limited amnesty offer for opp- 
onents and a pledge to hold ele- 
ctions. were inadequate. 

“I think there is more they can 
do than they have done he said. 


Qawasmeh supports 
Arafat’s Egypt visit 


AMMAN (R; - Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (FLO; Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat’s talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak were welcomed Saturday by 
the expelled Palestinian mayor of 
the West Bank town of Hebron. 

Expelled Mayor Fahd AJ Qaw- 
asmeh said in a statement io the 
Jordanian News Agency Petra, he 
hoped Mr. Arafat's Cairo visit 
would be a “step on the road of the 
struggle of the Palestinian people 
to ensure their legitimate rights 
and the establishment of their ind- 
ependent state on their national 
soil." 

Mr. Oawasmeh said the wel- 
come Mr. Arafat received from 
Mr. Mubarak contradicted the 
“spirit and letter of the Camp 
David agreement, which aimed at 
suppressing the inalienable rights 
ol the Palestinians.” 


The U.S.-sponsored Camp 
David accord Jed to a separate 
peace treaty between Israel and 
Egypt signed in 1979. 

Mr. Arafat’s Cairo trip also ind- 
icated Egypt's recognition of the 
PLO as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. Mr. Oaivasmeh said. 

Expressing confidence in the 
PLO leadership with Mt. Arafat 
as its symbol, as well as Egypt’s 
“historical role." he said the 
Arafat- Mubarak meeting ref- 
lected Egyptian efforts to return 
to its “true position as leader of 
the Arab Nation...” 

Mr. 'Jawasmeh was expelled 
under an Israeli government order 
in May 1 980 after a building in 
Hebron used by Israeli settlers 
had been blown up by Palestinian 
commandos. 


Beirut bomb scare 
triggers false alarm 


BEIRUT (Rl — A bomb-sniffing 
dog caused what appeared to be a 
false alarm Saturday when a car 
parked close to U.S. Marines' pos- 
itions near Beirut airport was dec- 
lared to be packed with exp- 
losives. 

A U.S. Marines spokesman. 
Captain Wayne Jones, said a team 
of Marines had wanted to remove 
a 1 956 Chrysler which had been 
parked on the coast road for sev- 
eral days and rook along a bomb 
handling team and a sniffer dog. . 
' - He said there was nothing vis- 
ible to indicate the car was rigged 
with explosives but the “dog ale- 
rted on the vehicle.” 

He said the car could have been 
hit by bullets and the dog. trained 
to detect the smallest trace of nit- 
rate. might have reacted. 

He said the matter had been 
turned over to the Lebanese army 
which took charge of removing the 
vehicle. 

The army command Saturday 
imposed strict measures in Beirut 
to prevent terror attacks during 
Christmas, including on all public 
gatherings. It issued a reminder 
that a night-long curfew was still in 
effect. 

Security sources said French 


troops of the Multi-National 
Force (MNF! abandoned some of 
their positions Saturday and han- 
ded them over to the Lebanese 
army. 

French Defence Minister Cha- 
rles Hemu. who arrived Friday, 
said he would be looking into sec- 
urity arrangements around French 
positions. 

Mr. Hemu flew by helicopter to 
the French aircraft carrier Cle- 
menccau. He will be spending 
Christmas eve with French troops 
before returning home Sunday. 

French and U.S. Marines pre- 
pared to celebrate Christmas 
under the threat of attack. 

The Muslim fundamentalist 
“Islamic Jihad" organisation on 
Wednesday issued an ultimatum 
threatening the American and 
French troops with a "real ear- 
thquake” unless they pulled out 
within It) days. 

The Lebanese army Friday iss- 
ued a communique ordering all 
commercial and fishing vessels to 
keep away from American war- 
ships off the coast and from the 
coastal area adjacent to the Mar- 
ines’ base. 

France, Britain to retain role in 
MNF, page 2 


S. African forces continue 
anti-rebel action in Angola 


PRETORIA (R. - South Afr- 
ican forces Saturday continued a 
limited campaign in Angola aga- 
inst guerrillas fighting for the ind- 
ependence of Namibia (South 
West Africa . informed defence 
sources said. 

The o! Tensive, in which five oF 
Pretoria’s soldiers have died and 
one is missing, was first disclosed 
by South Africa Friday. The sou- 
rces said no further details would 
be officially released at present. 

In a strong warning to Luanda 
Friday night. South African Def- 
ence Force chief General (. on- 
stand Yjljocn said in a statement 
that Pretoria’s troops would def- 
end themselves against what he 
called Angolan interference in 
operations against guerrillas ol the 


South West Africa People's Org- 
anisation tSWAPOj. 

South Africa says it is trying to 
pre-empt the annual assault into 
Namibia from Angola by SW APO 
which traditionally begins about 
now - the start ol (he rainy sea- 
son when sprouting vegetation 
provides good cover for the gue- 
rrillas. 

South Africa's announcement 
of an offensive into Angola fol- 
lowed Angolan radio reports of 
fierce fighting between South Afr- 
ican and Angolan units. 

The fighting was reported less 
than a week after Angola and 
SW APO rejected an offer by Pre- 
toria at the United Nations to wit- 
hdraw all its forces from southern 
Angola. 


Nakasone presses ahead 
with new administration 


TOKYO (Rj - Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhirn Nakasone pre- 
ssed ahead Saturday with the del- 
icate task of forming a new adm- 
inistration and meeting a pledge to 
rid his party of the influence of 
disgraced former Premier Kakuei 
Tanaka. 

Mr. Nakasone made the pledge 
in a statement earlier Saturday in 
which he also accepted the major 
responsibility for the poor sho- 
wing of the ruling Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP } in (he Dec. 1 8 
general election. 

“1 think the major cause of the 
defeat was that I have failed tn put 
a dear end to t he so-called Tanaka 
issue and (hat I have dissatisfied 
the nation over my posture tow- 
ards political ethics.” Mr. Nak- 
asonc said. 

The statement of responsibility 
and the commitment to undercut 
the power of Mr. Tanaka — 
Japan's power broker and Mr: 


Nakasone’ s major backer — was 
the price demanded by Mr. Nak- 
asone's party critics for supporting 
his bid to retain the leadership. 

The statement was approved by 
senior party executives and later 
by leaders of LDP factions who 
had threatened a possible power 
struggle over the Tanaka issue. 

Having rallied the party behind 
him. the way now seems dear for 
Mr. Nakasone’s re-election as 
prime minister when parliament is 
recalled on Monday. 

Last Sunday's election was pre- 
cipitated by Mr. Tanaka’s con- 
viction in October in the Loc- 
kheed bribery case. Japan's big- 
gest post-war political scandal. 

But Mr. Tanaka, who' is app-. 
ealing against the verdict antfrtf” 
four-year prison sentence, easily 
won re-election to his ind- 
ependent seat from which he still 
controls the largest of ifie. -five ■ 
main rival LDP. factions. 
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Britain will maintain 
role in Multinational force 


BEIRUT (R) — Despite heightened concern for the 
safety of foreign troops in Beirut, the British and 
French defence ministers have reaffirmed their gov- 
ernment's determination not to puli their men out of . 
Lebanon. 


Ministers from the two cou- 
ntries gave the pledges Friday dur- 
ing Christmas visits to their con- 
tingents in the Beirut Mul- 
tinational Force. 

French Defence Minister Cha- 
.ries Hemu was seni by President 
Francois Mitterrand after a 
truck-bomb attack on a French 
regimental command post on 
Wednesday killed a soldier and 
injured a dozen and caused heavy 
casualties among Lebanese civ- 
ilians nearby. 

British Defence Secretary Mic- 
hael Heseltine. on a 7ii-minuie 
visit to the 1 h>-man British force, 
told reporters: "We do not even 
want to talk about pulling out.” 

Italian President Sandro Pert ini 
said in Rome, however, that the 


kalian contingent of the force 
should be withdrawn as it no lon- 
ger had any clear significance after 
the departure of Palestinian lea- 
der Yasser Arafat and his men. 

The British troops have suf- 
fered no casualties since arriving 
l.sst February. But France's 
2 . im m -strong force has lost *2 men 
and the latest truck-bombing was 
fallowed by a threat the French 
troops say they are not ignoring. 

it was an ultimatum from the 
"Islamic Jihad” I Islamic holy war 
sroup to French and American 
troops to leave Lebanon within In, 
davs or be hit b\ "a real ear- 
thquake." 

The group is believed res- 
ponsible for all the bloody irucfc- 
bomhines in Lebanon this year 


against American. French and Isr- 
aeli forces, and tor bombing mai- 
nly French and American targets 
in Kuwait earlier this month. 

The 1. 5iio U.S. Marines, alr- 
eady pinned down in a heavily for- 
tified base at Beirut airport, have 
not commented on the threat. 
Their security has been under 
heavy scrutiny and criticism in 
the United States, but President 
Reagan said this week they would 
stay till their mission was acc- 
omplished or the Lebanese gov- 
ernment sought their departure. 

In a new security measure for 
the U.S. contingent, the Lebanese 
army Friday night ordered all 
commercial and fishing vessels to 
keep away from American war- 
ships off the coast and from the 
coastal area adjacent to the Mar- 
ines' base. 

Mr. Hemu. who is making an 
on-the-spot study of the security 
.of the positions held by French 
troops, told the Lebanese defence 
minister France would not bow to 


blackmail or be intimidated by- 
auacks on its forces. Lebanese off- 
icials said. 

Bui he and French chief of staff 
-Gen. Jannou Lacaze held imm- 
ediate talks with Defence Minister 
Izzam Khoury and army chief of 
staff Gen. Ibrahim Tannous on 
increasing security for the French 
soldiers. 

Mr. Hemu. who also delivered a 
message from Mr. Mitterrand to 
Lebanese President Amin Gem- 
avel. announced he would spend 
Christmas eve with French off- 
icers and paratroopers. 

Mr. Hemu met Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel Friday sho- 
rtly after arriving in Beirut. 

Mr. Hemu handed Mr. Gem- i 
aye! a message from President 
Mitterrand and told reporters he 
had come at the urgent request of 
Gemayel and Gen. Lacaze to dis- 
cuss increased security for Fra- 
nce's 2.1 H ill-strong contingent. 


Polisario rebels seize 
3 S. Korean sailors 


SEOUL (R: — Polisario gue- 
rrillas seized three South Korean 
sailors from a trawler they att- ■ 
a eked in the Atlantic ocean off 
northwest Africa Saturday, a for- 
eign ministry official here said. 

Another five Koreans aboard 
the ship. Ain Ouauli. were mis- 
sing. 

Sixteen crew members, inc- 
luding eight Moroccans, were res- 
cued by a Moroccan patrol boaL 


the official said, quoting a report 
from the South Korean consulate 
general in Las Palmas. 

The guerrillas machmegunned 
and threw hand grenades at the 
Ain Ouauli. jointly owned bv a 
South Korean and a Moroccan 
company. 

The trawler caught fire but the 
blaze was put out by the patrol 
boat. . 


Israeli diplomat alleges 
Malta assassination bid 


Iran claims 
arrest of 
100 guerrillas 

TEHRAN (Rl — A hundred 
members of the ami-government 
Mujahedin-e-Khalq guerrilla org- 
anisation were arrested recently as 
they held a meeting in Tehran, the 
national news agency IRNA rep- 
orted Saturday. 

The agency said the commander 
of the paramilitary revolutionary 
'guards. Mohsen Rezai. ann- 
ounced the arrests Friday at a pra- 
yer ceremony in the southern 
town of Zarand. 

Rezai said security forces also 
seized five radio sets capable of 
communicating with Europe, it 
added. No further details were 
given. 

The Mujahcdin-e-Khalq sup- 
ported Iran’s l ‘*79 Islamic rev- 
olution. but later broke with the 
clergy-led followers of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini and waged a 
campaign of violence against rev- 
olutionary leaders in 1VR1. 


-Gen. Zia says Bhutto’s party 
will never rule Pakistan again 


ISLAMABAD iR' - The Pak- 
istan People's Party (PPP . left- 
wing movement founded by exe- 
cuted Prime .Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, will not be allowed to rule 
again, martial law President vloh- 
ammud Ziu-UI-Haq said Friday- 
night. 

In his most direct indictment to 
date of Pakistan’s main opposition 
puny. Gen. Zia told journalists 
the PPP brought the country to the 
brink of crisis during its 5-12 
years in power and should not be 
allowed to do so again. 

PPP members, whom Gen. Zia 
barred from contesting elections 
for five years after he deposed Mr. 
Bhutto in a coup in I 1 '? 7 , will now 
be banned for another in years 
from any polls, the official APP 
news agency quoted him as saying 
in Lahore. ’ 

Gen. Zia’s comments, two days 
alter he said any new government 
would have to continue his Isl- 


amisation programme, were the 
clearest sign to date that he for- 
esaw no lundamental change alter 
elections promiscJ by .March 
political sources saiJ. 

Gen. Zia. who has twice can- 
celled previously promised polls, 
announced on Aug. 1 2 he would 
hold elections by March l 11 >•5 but 
leti the exact date and nature of 
the polls vague. He promised Fri- 
day night there would be no third 
cancellation. 

The nine-party Movement for 
the Restoration of Democracy 
I.MRD-. of which the PPP is the 
largest member, launched a pro- 
test campaign for immediate ele- 
ctions two days after Gen. Zia's 
announcement. 

The protests, which were often- 
v iolem in the southern incc of 
Sind, died down in mid-October 
and Gen. Zia has slowly resumed 
campaigning for the controlled 
form of government he calls Isl- 


amic democracy. 

He repeated his view that Pak- 
istan should not have a Western 
democracy but an Islamic system , 
under which electoral committees 
would choose only "good and 
right-minded” candidates to run 
lor office. 

He said he had not yet decided 
whether to seek a court order 
banning the PPP altogether and 
said party members were first bar- 
red from polls for five years bec- 
ause lie did not expect martial law 
to last that long. 

Gen. Zia imposed martial law in 
July I , -»77 and banned all political 
panics in l «7«. the same year Mr. 
Bhutto was hanged. 

F[e indicated he would continue 
his campaign to drum up support 
' for his model of Islamic gov- 
ernment. saying he planned a 
large public rally next month like 
the one he held on Wednesday in 
Multan. 


\ ALLETTA. Malta ( — Israeli 
charge d" affaires Esther Millo said 
Saturday she had been the victim 
of an assassination attempt in Val- 
letta Friday night. 

A gunman fired five shots as she 
sat in her car outside a florist’s 
shop, but her only injuries were 
minor cuts from flying glass. 

Ms. Millo. who is in her early 
fifties, said she had been about to 
sian her car in a busy shopping 
district when another vehicle drew 
alongside. 


A man. described by Ms. Millo 
as having a dark complexion with 
a heavy moustache, fired Five 
shots, which shattered her can 
windows. 

Ms. Millo said she chased her 
attacker' s car but lost it in heavy 
pre-Christmas traffic. 

She was later treated to cuts in 
-her face and hand. 

"1 must be the luckiest woman 
in Malta.” said Millo. who has 
been in . ..Malta about I K months. 


Greece, Cyprus promise to. 
reverse Cyprus declaration 


ATHENS (R‘ — Greece and' 
Cyprus have decided to intensify 
diplomatic efforts to reverse the 
unilateral proclamation of a 
Turkish-Cyprioi stale and to find 
a fair solution to the Cyprus pro- 
blem. 

Speaking to reporters after 
three hours of laiks with visiting 
Cyprus President Spyros Kyp-» 
rianou. Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou said the two sides 
reached a unanimous decision to 
use all diplomatic means "to rev- 
erse the declaration of ind- 
ependence of a pseudo-state in 
northern Cyprus by Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash last 
month.” 

"We will use all means at our ' 
disposal to reverse this decision 
and will make any effort necessary 
in many capitals and international •' 
organisations.” Mr. Papandreou 
said. 

Last month the Turkish sector, 
saying there was no chance of a 


settlement because of Greek int- 
ransigence. declared ind- 
ependence. 

Mr. Papandreou declined to 
elaborate on the details of the dip- 
lomatic campaign his government 
intended to launch, but said the 
efforts would be within the fra- 
mework of the Li.N. resolution 
which condemned the Turkish- 
Cypriot state. 

He said he and Mr. Kvprianou 
had decided on what practical 
steps should be taken to reverse 
the declaration of independence. 

The ministers of foreign affairs 
ot the two countries. Yannis Har- 
alambopoulos of- Greece and 
George lacovou of Cyprus, also 
took part in the talks at the prime 
minister s office. - ‘ ' j 

Mr. Kvprianou. who arrived 
from Nicosia Thursday, said the 
two sides examined all aspects of 
the Cyprus problem and reached 
concrete decisions for the solution 
of the issue. 


No sign of settlement in 
W. Sahara dispute 


LONDON iRl — The Western 
Sahara conflict, where Polisario 
guerrillas report a renewed off- 
ensive by Moroccan government 
forces, has become one of the 
main issues of contention in Afr- 
ica. ai times disrupting fragile pol- 
itical unity' in the continent. 

Differences over nationalist 
attempts to win independence for 
the former Spanish colony have 
twice brought the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU ) to the brink 
of ftfisintegracion. 

After nearly a century of col- 
onial rule and following strong 
international pressure. Spain 
ceded the mineral-rich Western 
Sahara to Morocco and Mau- 
ritania in February 1976. 

The North African countries, 
eager to exploit the phosphate 
mines in the territory, carved h up 
between them. Morocco took the 
northern two-thirds and Mau- 
ritania the south. 

But they were quickly con- 
formed by determined guerrillas 
who proclaimed the Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR). 
SADR’s Ei-Hamra and Rio de 
Oro (Polisario). backed by Alg- 
eria and Libya, launched a war 
against both countries. 

Western Sahara is an arid zone 
of 266.000 square kilometres 
along the Atlantic coast between 
Morocco and Mauritania. A poor 
region, it is often ravaged by dro- 
ught. 

The area’s population, of mai- . 
nly Arab and Berber descent and 
largely nomadic and Muslim, was 
estimated by Spain at 75.000 in . 
1974. but the Polisario says it is 
about a million. 

SADR, while keeping up mil- 
itary operations. launched a pol- 
itical offensive to win int- 
ernational support for its ind- 
ependence claim. 

Mauritania yields 

The first to yield under the Pol- 
isario's pressure was Mauritania. 
Its economy severely affected by 
the protracted war. Mauritania 
signed a peace pact with the Pol- 
isario in August 1979 rel- 
inquishing any claim to Western 

Sahara. , 

; It pulled out of the war despite 
angry" protests from Morocco 
which had deployed troops in 
Mauritania under a defence pact. 

Morocco, determined to hold 


on to the territory, immediately 
took control of the area vacated by 
Mauritania. 

The dispute over the territory 
put a severe strain on relations 
between Morocco and Algeria, 
which provided the Polisario with 
bases, military aid and political 
support- 

The Polisario — some estimates 
put its strength at no more than 
6.000 — adopted hit-and-run tac- 
tics to harass Moroccan garrisons 
in -the province, sometimes inf- 
licting heavy losses. 

Desperate to stem the attacks, 
which at times spilled into Mor- 
occo proper. Rabat in 19 SO ere- 
cted the "Hass an wall”, a 450- 
kilometre earthwork defence sys- 
tem named after King Hassan.' 

Interspersed with minefields, die 
wall stretched from Ras El- 
Khan fra, at the foot of Morocco’ s 
Ouarkziz Mountains, southwards 
around the mining area of B u Craa 
and back up to £1 Aaiun on the 
Atlantic coast. 

Although Lhe wall had an effect 
in stemming Polisario attacks, the 
front managed to maintain mil- 
itary pressure. In 19X1 it briefly 
captured the garrison of Guelia 
"Zernmur. 

But SADR seems to have made 
a bigger impact by its political str- 
uggle than on the battlefield. 

About 50 countries have rec- 
ognised the SADR republic, some 
giving its envoys ambassadorial 
status. 

A dispute over recognising the 
Polisario nearly buried the OAU. 
which SADR was admitted in 
1W2. 

An attempt to convene an OAU 
summit in Libya in 1982 was tor- 
pedoed over SADR’s presence 
and in June 1983 the African 
group was saved at the last mom- 
ent after delegates at another 
meeting agreed to put the Western 
Sahara issue aside. 

The conflict has defied several 
mediation attempts. While Mor- 
occo sees it as a bilateral dispute 
with Algeria. Algiers maintains 
that any solution should be wor- 
ked out between Rabat and the 
Polisario. 

The OAU has offered to sup- 
ervise 'a referendum of self- 
determination but~King Hassan 
insists his country should organise 
it “to confirm the Moroccan ide- 
ntity of the Sahara.” 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


Sunday 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNF.L 

16; 30 ... .. Koran 

16:40 Cartoons 

17:05 - Children's Programmes 

19:00 Local Programme 

19:20 - Programme Review 

19:30 - Local Programme 

20:00 - News in Arabic 

2030 - Local Series 

21:35 Arabic Variety Programme 

22:10 Arabic Series 

23:10 News Summary 

FOREIGN CHANNF.L 

18:09 . French Programme 

IM0 News in French 

19-JO News in Hebrew 

28:08 News in Arabic 

2030 Yes Minister 

21:90 Towards 2t«Ai 

21:10 The Citadel 

ZZriW News in English 

22:15 Best Seller: Thorn Birds — Epi- 
sode 7 

RADIO JORDAN 

S55 KHz. AM A 9V MHz. FM 
S parity on 9560 KHz. SW 


07:00 


67:30 


10* 


10* 


12* 


12* . 
1330 


13* . 

Catch the Words 

14:10 

14:30 


15:00 


l&M . 

16:63 

17* 

News Summary 

... Instrumentals. Ok! Favourites 

l&CO . 


18* 


19:08 . 


1930 
20:00 . 

Date with a Star 

21:60 . 
21* . 

News Summary 

22* . 


23:60 .. 


22* .. 


24* _ 

News Headlines 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

63». 720. 1413 KHz 

96:00 News desk 06:30 The English Air 
06:45 The Time of Chnsunas Verse 
0&55 Redeciions 07:00 World News 
07:09 Commentary 07:15 Letterbox 
07 J6 Flanders and Swann 07:45 Letter 
from America 08:00 Newsdesk 0830 
The Mistletoe Bough 09:00 World News 
09* News About Britain 09:15 From 
Our Own Correspondent 09J8 A Clo- 
ser Look 0950 Recording of the Week 
10:80 World News 19:99 Reflections 
lOtlSThc Pleasure's Yours 11:00 World 
News 11:09 Look Ahead 11:15 The Gift 
12:30 The Queen's Christmas Broadcast 
11:35 Festival of Nine Lessons and Car- 
ols 13:00 World News 13:09 News 
About Britain 13:15 Letter from Ame- 
rica 13:30 Baker's Half Dozen 14:00 
Play of the Week — Puss in Boots 15:00 
World News 15:0 9 Commentary 15:15 
Good Books 15:30 Christmas Day Ser- 
vice 16:00 The Sandi Jones Request 
Show 16:30 Caught in the Act 17:00 The 
Queen's Christmas Broadcast followed 
by Radio Newsreel 17:15 Concert HaO 
18:00 World News t&09 Commentary 
18: 15 The Mistletoe Bough 18:45 Letter 
from America 19:00 World News 19:09 
Just A Minute 19:30 Financial Review 
19:40 Reflections 19:45 Sing Song of 
Christmas 20:00 Newsdesk 20:30 
Ouoie. Unquote 21:00 Pied Piper 21:15 
Benny Green's Christmas Dickens 
22.-00 World News 22* Commentary 
22:25 Letterbox 2230 Sunday Half- 
Hour 23:00 At Home With... 23:15 The 
Pleasure's Yours 24:00 World News 
Cft09 A Knocking in the SkuU 00:40 
Reflections 00:45 The Queen's Chr- 
istmas Broadcast 01:00 World News 
01:09 Commentany 01:15 Letter from 
America 01:36 Caught in the Act 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. KHz 7200. 9565. 117-10. 

11925 A 15210 

0&00 VQA Morning: News on the 
hour: news summaries: daily business 
report, science and medicine, sports 
reports: YOA editorial and world and 

U.S. opinion roundups; documentary 
analysis: features 17:80 News 17:10 New 
Horizons and New Products 17:38 Spe- 
cial English News and Features 18:08 
News 18:10 International Viewpoints 
1830 Music USA Standards 19:00 News 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026'? 

American Centre „ 44371 

.American Centre Library .4152" 

Bnush Council _ _ 36147-X 

French Cultural Centre 37iX'*t 

Goethe Institute - 

Soviet Cultural Centre - 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24tu« 

Turkish Cultural Centre 3^777 

Hava Arts Centte — 665195 

Hussein Youth City „ 6671X1 

•Y.VV.C A 41793 

V.W.M.A. 604251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Librarv S43555 


MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1U0 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4ih to Itfth 
centuries}. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: H.nu a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 5 1 760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum; Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquiti of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa I Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.Utj a.m. - S.00 p.m. 
( Fridays and official holidays lU.UOa.rn. 
4.uu p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by IVth Century 
orientalist artists. Munuah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 1 0.00 a.m. 
1JU p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.UU p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 


Martyrs' Memorial t IVBUtary Momm): 

Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of in 16. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 

150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. -5.00 p.m. 


Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 3716V. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tyche 
HoteL 1 .30 p.ra. 

Lkms Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott HoteL 1 .30 pan. 

Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
ev c ry Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.U0 pan. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL St 5261. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Ammon. teL 245 VO. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic l Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Auannciaiioa ( Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
comer) Jabal Amman. 4155V. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

Su Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 71731. 

Amman [utenutfewal Church ilmcr- 
deaominarioaaJ); meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 663249. 


PRAYER TIMES 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, leL (OS) 53250. 
53070. 53082, 53171, where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


87:30 Cairo (EA) 

09*5 Aqaba (RJt 

09:15 . — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ ) 


19* ........ Damascus (RJ) 

1930 1 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

2Jfc30 Cairo (RJ) 

21.-05 Cairo (EA) 

21:15 Dubai. Mascot (RJ) 

21:38 Bangkok (RJ) 

21:40 ... Baghdad. London (BA) 

82.-05 Cairo (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 

Firsttid. fi*e. police 
Blood bank 


09:30 

0930 

Jeddah fRJ) 

69:45 

09:45 


09:45 . 


10:40 

Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

14:05 


1430 


14:40 

Kuwait (KACi 

15* 

Jeddah tSV) 

1536 ..... 


1530 


17:00 


17:15 .... 

.... New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1735 

London. Paris (RJ) 

18:10 


18:30 

Beirut ( MEA) 

18:40 

Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

18:40 

..... Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1830 

Zurich. Damascus (SR) 


20:40 


23* ...... 


0030 Cairo iRJl 

00:45 


01:05 



MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seWbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc — 662' 66.6 

Dutch guilder — 120/ 120.7 

Egyptian guinea — 3223' 326.7 

French franc 44.1' 44.4 

Iraqi dinar 376.7/ 383 3 

Italian lire (for 100) — 22. W 223 

Japanese yen (for 100) — 159/ (60 

Kuwaiti dinar 1271* 1275 J 

Lebanese lira 69* 70- 

Omani riyal 1075' • 1080 

Qatari riyal 102/ 102.4 

Saudi riyal 107.1* 107.6 

Swedish crown 45.9/ <62 

Swiss franc 168.9/ 169.9 

Syrian lira 57/ 58-5 

UAE dirham 101 3> 102 

U.K. netting pound — 532.7/ 535.9 

U.S.' dollar 372/ 374 

W. German mark 134.7/ 135-5 


Civil Defence rescue .... 

Fire headquarters 

Police rescue 192, 

Police headquarters — 

Traffic police 

Electric Power Ctr. . — 
Municipal water service 
Queen Alia Ini. Airport 


- 193.75111 
199 

75121 

661111 

22090-3 

21111.37777 

39141 

56390-1 

36381-2 

71125-8 

_ (08) 53333 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 
Alrileh Maternity. J. Amman ..' 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman — 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — .... — 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital R45845 

Dm AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein 
Al-Moasher Hospital 
The Mamie. Abdali ....... 

Al-Ahti, Abdali 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen — 

AI-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Army. Marita 


667158 
.... 667227-9 

665292 

... 664164 
... 77101-3 
75111 
91611 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. A- Dabbas - 66K3R4 

Dr. A Asa' ad 97919 

Salaroeb pharmacy 9477V 

Dajani pharmacy 669620 

Salim pharmacy — . — — (Abdali) 

Gbassan pharmacy- — 74497 

Nayroukb pharmacy — 23672 

Rainbow taxi 37249 

Kfrasem taxi 43620 

Ambassador taxi 664660 

Ka nnk taxi 668761 

Nahda nod 663003 

Jihad ... 842664 

IRB1D 
ZAKQA: ' 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan — ............ 74111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints — . 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Tefcpbone: 

Information ... 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls - 1 7 

Cable or telegram - 18 

Repair service 1 1 


05:08 . 

06:36 

11 26 . 

14:19 . 

1636 
UMN . 


— 

(Sunrise) Shuruq 

Dhuhr 

. Asr 

. .. - — Maghreb 

. ‘lsha 


DEPARTURES 

05:45 — Cairo (RJ) 

0*30 _ Beirut (RJl 

07:00 ...... Aqaba (RJ) 

88:80 Cairo (EA) 

i 0945 . Beirut (MEA) 

11:00 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

lid# Cairo (RJ) 

1*10 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV| 

15:05 Cairo (EA) 

15:30 Larnaca. Tripoli (LN| 

15:40 Kuwait (KAC) 

1M0 Baghdad OA) 

1&30 Jeddah (SV) 

lfc30 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

19:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

19:40 Bahrain. Doha HU) 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair, with medium and high 
clouds. Variable winds wifi be becoming 
westerly moderate and a fittle increase 
in temperature is expected. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and" 
seas calm. 

Low'high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman — 2*15 

Aqaba 8/23 

Deserts 0/16 

Jordan Valley 10C2 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13, Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 38 per cent. Aqaba 46 
per cent. 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperHower price in 
Apple (Double Red) 


Apple (Golden) 

. Apple (Star ken) 4 

Appfc (Smith) 

Apple (local) 

Banana 

Banana (Mukmnmar) 

Beans 

Cabbage - 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

.Cucumber (large) 

Coeumber (small r 

Dates 

Eggplant (large) 


TgS 


n (small) 


Garlic _L_. 


320/ 
320/280 
320/280 
220/180 
220 ’ 180 
270 / 220 
23U/200 
230/200 
- 70/50 
130/100 
80/ 60 
200/ 170 
320 / 250 
180 / 150 
110/ 90 
160 / 130 
400/300 
360/320 


Grapes (white) 700 / 600- 

Grapes (black) 700 / 600 

Grapefruit ...» 130 '110 

Guava <UW ■' 3011 

Lemon 13U ' 110 

Marrow (targe) HU' SU 

Marrow (small) 130 ' 110 

Mallow 160/140 

Olives 350/250 

Onion (dry) 150 ' 120 

Okra - 150 '100 

. Oranges (Abu Surra) 230 1 200 

Oranges (Shammouti) 170 / 140 

. Pears 550 ' 500 

Pepper (sweet) 200 / ISO 

Pepper (hot green) - 200 / 150 

Potatoes 190/160 

-Tomatoes — 210/150 


For Monday 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17 J8 Koran 

17:40 Cartoons 

I8.-0S Children's programme 

1830 Stan Here 

I&55 Children's Programme 

1930 Programmes review 

I9-J0 programme on Music 

28:00 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Local Programme 

21 JO Arabic Senes 

22J0 - Arabic Variety 

23:10 - News in Arabic 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 


I&00 

19*0 

19*0 


- French Programme 

News in French 

News in Hebrew 


2000 Comedy: Benson 

21 £8 iW Great Paintings 

21:10 Drama: All For Love — Eps. 2 

y »-an News in English 

22:15 The A Team 

RADIO JORDAN 

.855 KHz. AM d. 99 MHz, FM 
it partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

OTriM - Morning Show 

87:30 News Bulletin 

KfcflO News Summary 

1005 Morning Show 

11:80 Pop Session 

12:08 News Summary 

12:85 Pop Session 

1J40 News Summary 

13ril3 Pop Session 

14H50 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14:36 Over a Cup of Tea 

15-60 Concert Hour 

lfcflS News Summary 


16:05 ... Instrumentals. Old Favourites 

17:80 Book Chib 

17:45 Pope Session 

18:08 News Summary 

18:85 Sports Round-up 

IfeJO AnimaL Vegetable. Mineral 

19:08 — Newsdesk 

19d0 Daic with a Star 

2<k08 - Evening Show 

21:00 News Summary 

2155 News Summary 

2340 News Summary 

24,-flO News Headlines 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720 , 14/3 KHz 

86:80 Newsdesk 0*30 The Painter or 
Signs 8645 Letter from London 0655 
Reflections 07:88 World Nev. . 07.-09 
Commentary 87:15 On the Feast of Ste- 
phen 87:.' " Alexis (Corner's Rhythm and 
Blues u7:45 gavt Home With... Q&0Q 
Newsdesk 0&3O Bakers Half Dozen 


M0 World News 0949 News About 
Britain P9: 1 5 Shrink lit sO9-J0 Sarah and 
Company Hfc0O World News 10:09 Ref- 
lections 10:15 Viennese Nights 18^6 
Anything GoesllriW World News 11:09 
Look Ahead 11:15 Waveguide 11:25 
Good Books 11:40 Interlude 11:45 
Music Now 12:15 Short Story 1£30 
Hancock'S Half Hour 1*00 World 
News 1389 News About Britain 13:15 
Anna of The Five Towns J330 Sir Adr- 
ian Boult: A Life of Muse 14£0 Radio 
Newsreel 14:15 Quote. Unquote 14:45 
On the Feast of Stephen 15:08 World 
News 15:09 Commentary 15:15 Shr- 
inkliis I5t90 Country Style 15:45 Benny 
Green's Christmas Dickens 1&30 Mus- 
ical Milestones 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Sports Special 1&88 World News 
1&89 Commentary 18:15 Sports Special 
19£Q World News 19:09 Sports Special 
19:15 19v45 Sports Round-up 28*0 
Newsdesk 20:38 George Orwell 21:00 
R„dto Thearce - Peace 21:45 Peebles? 
Choice 22:06 World News 22:89 Com- 


mentary 22:15 On the Feast of Stephen 
22^6 Sporting Highlights of 1983 23HN 
Shrinkliu 2315 Anna of The Fire 
Towns 1300 Rock Salad 2*00 World 
News 60A9 Motive for Murder 0fc4Q 
Reflections 88:45 Sports Round-up 
01:90 World News 01:89 Commentany 
01:15 The Cambridge Buskers 0130 
Quote. Unquote 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 A SW 7200. 9565. 11740, 
11925 and 15210 KHi 

0&00 VQA Morning: News on the 
hour; news summaries; daily business 
report science and medicine. Sport? 
reports: Vqa editorial and world and 
U.S. opinion roundsups; documentary 
analysis: viewpoints: features 17:00 
News 17: 10 Newsline 17:30 Special Eng- 
lish News and Features Ufe08 News 
18:10 Focus 1&30 Music USA standards 
I9riM) News 19:10 Newsline I9JI Spe- 


cial Fnv tiri? News and -Features 
News 20:16 Focus 28-J8 Music USA 
standards 21:66 Newsline 2130 Mat- 
Brine Show 2236 News and Editorial 
2235 Music USA Jazz 2330 VOA- 
World Report 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This oijl 

omaaon department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport id. (08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

87:00 — Cairo (EA) 

09*5 - Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dhabi (RJ] 

9938 .—.Jeddah rRJ) 

f Dhanrnn, Kuwait (RJ) 

— Beirut (Rjj 


. Cairo (RJ) 


0fc45 

0930 — Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

lfcO# Doha. Bahrain (RJl 

1230 Muscat. Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Bah- 
rain (GA) 

1336 Moscow (SU) 

14*0 Kuwait (KAC) 

15*6 Jeddah.. Medina (SV) 

1530 Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

1600 Bangkok (RJ) 

17* Athens (RJ) 

17:15 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1836 Cairo (RJ) 

1830 Beirut (MEA) 

1835 Amsterdam, Athens (KLM) 

19* Cairo (EA) 

2M6 - — Tunisia, Cairo (TU) 

28* Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

2236 Baghdad (IA) 

«W# Cairo (RJ) 

66:45 j Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 
05:45 ... 


•636 

07:86 

87:46 


Cairo (RJ) 


6830 

0&5V 

18:45 

1136 

1236 

12:15 

1230 

13* 

(GF) 

14* 

1436 

1*40 

16* 

1636 

1930 

19* 

19* 

26* 

20:15 

2830 

2636 

2336 


Beirut (f 

Aqaba (I 

— Damascus. Paris (A 
- — — Cairo (E, 


Athens (( 

Damascus. Geneva, Zurich (SR) 

Athens (RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

Paris, London (RJ) 

— — Geneva, Frankfurt (RJ) 
~~~~~ Istanbul. Bucharest (RJl 
Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 

Moscow (SID 

— Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (KAC) 


Istanbul Belgrade (JU) 

Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

— — - Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

— — — Jeddah (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

— - ;r - Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
tisboa, Rio de Janeiro (IAJ 


~ f 
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Middle East events 
reflect on Christmas 
celebrations here 


. By Nafeb Abu Nab 
Special to the Jordan Tones - 

AMMAN — Christmas is a time 
of peace and enjoyment. 

However due to the latest dev- 
elopments in the Middle East, this 
year’s Christmas might be the 
most tense one for International 
residents in Jordan. 

The French and American 
communities in Jordan don't seem 
to have scheduled any big events, 
or if they did. their officials didn't 
want to disclose it to the press. 

“Some French aTe staying here, 
some are going to France and oth- 
ers are going our of Jordan but not 
necessarily to France.” said Pat- 
rice Paoli. the French press att- 
ache. 

The German society had a Chr- 
istmas bazaar at Schneller School 
on Monday Dec. 12. and are pla- 
nning to have a preacher from the 
West Bank to hold Christmas for 
their Protestant congregation and 
a local priest to hold mass for their 
Catholic congregation. 

•• We have no Christmas tree but 
we have a small olive wood relief 
representing the birth of Christ for 
Christmas." said Paul Peter Hof- 
fer. a German who planned not- 
hing more than a small feast with 
friends to celebrate Christmas. 

“Til probably just have dinner 
with my husband and some fri- 
ends.” said Judy Reiter, an Ame- 
rican from Washington D.C. who 
arrived recently into Jordan. 

1 am going to England for two 
weeks to celebrate Christmas with 
lamilyand friends.” said Phi] Rob- 
ins. a British native. 

Some friends are going to Petra, 
and the Anglican Chaplain Keith 
frazer Smith is giving a big lunch 
party. Robins said. 

” I don't vvant to know about the 
planned events in Jordan, oth- 
erwise I'll feel bad for missing 
them." Robins added. 

Phillip Carbone, an American 
working in ihe U.S. embassy, and 
his family seem to be excited 
• about spending Christmas in Jor- 
dan. 

"I’ve made a lot of Christmas 
cookies and cakes." said Lilian. 
Carbone's, \vife-, 

“ U‘e*r6'gbrijia!' have Christmas- 


socks for everyone with names on 
’em.” Christopher. Carbone’s 
eight-year-old son. said excitedly. 

The Carbones have an artificial 
Christmas tree which they brought 
with them from the U.S. 

The American School has pla- 
nned a trip to Switzerland for Chr- 
istmas. according to Mrs. Car- 
bone. 

We are going to sing Christmas 
Carols with friends.” said Anne 
Counsel! who has a Christmas tree 
and “■ lots of presents" for friends. 

She is planning on having a tur- 
key dinner her boyfriend. Bill 
Lyons, and some close friends. 

i just want to have a quiet pea- 
ceful Christmas." she added. 

The Swiss community had a 
Santa Claus party for 30 Swiss chi- 
ldren. at the house of George Bir- 
chler. consul of Switzerland in 
Amman. 

Presents From Switzerland were 
distributed to the kids. “Christian 
families in the Soviet Union cel- 
ebrate Christmas individually." 
said Guehnadi Gatilov.of the Sov- 
iet Union, “but the New Year is 
celebrated officially, by eve- 
rybody.” 

“Religion and state are sep- 
arate.” he added. 

For the 3.0UU Filipinos in Jor- 
dan there were no plans for a big 
party, or any massive con- 
gregations. Each is going to cel- 
ebrate Christmas on his own. 

“1 am having a small party for 
my close friends and relatives.” 
said Emmanuel Contreras, a Fil- 
ipino resident in Jordan. "We are 
going to sing Christmas Carols and 
exchange gifts. That's part of our 
tradition.*' he added. 

vlany families have also pla- 
nned to spend Christmas at Petra. 
The Petra Forum Hotel has Nil 
rooms and it is almost Fully boo- 
ked. 

“We have a programme for 
three days including plans to exp- 
lore the old city of Petra. lun- 
cheons and entertainment for the 
nights.” said the hoters rep- 
resentative. 

Santa Claus will also be there 
for the kids. 

“It will all celebrated in a family 
tradition." he added. ' 


27 graduate at 
Nazzal Centre 

AM MAN ( Petra ;> — A graduation 
ceremony of 27 students was org- 
anised at the Nazzal Community 
Centre under the patronage of 
Her Highness Princess Sarvaih. 

Princess Sarvath also opened 
the bazaar organised by the centre 
and toured its various sections. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Minister of Social Development 
In' am AI Mufti. 


Labour 

under-secretary 
leaves for 
ALO meetings 

AMMAN (Petraj — Under- 
secretary of the Ministry of Lab- 
our Tayseer Abdul Jaber left 
Amman Friday to take part in the 
board meetings of the Arab Lab- 
our Organisation (ALO) which 
will start Saturday in Shaijah in 
the United Arab Emirates. 


Malhas holds talks with 
Chinese medical team 


AMMAN iPetral — Minister of 
Health Zuhair Malhas Saturday 
conferred with the visiting Chi- 
nese medical team and briefed 
them on medical services in Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Malhas expressed his hope 
for continuing exchange of mutual 
visits and expertise between Jor- 
dan and China in health affairs. 

The Chinese team expressed 
admiration for the high level of 
Jordan's health services and ilwas 


decided that a Jordanian medical 
delegation will visit the People's 
Republic of China early next year 
to get acquainted with the Chinese 
experience in health services. 

The Chinese team Friday vis- 
ited Petra and the southern region 
of Jordan. 

They were accompanied on 
their visit by Public Relations Dir- 
ector at the Minister of Health 
Tariq Na'im. 


Basma opens women’s centre 


RUSAIFA f Petra) — Her Hig- 
hness Princess Basma Thursday 
opened at the Working Women’s 
Society in Rusaifa. a centre for 
producing wool fabrics and a kin- 
dergarten. 

Princess Basma also distributed 
diplomas to 1 6 female trainees on 
sewing and weaving. The trainee 
graduates had received theoretical 
and applied instructions in this 


field for 1 1 months. 

President of the society. Samira 
Salman, expressed appreciation of 
Princess Basma' s support for the 
project and her donation of sew- 
ing machines and children’s toys 
to the society. 

She also thanked Rusaifa mun- 
icipality for granting a piece of 
land for the society to construct a 
building on. 
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Leading religious figures representing Islamic and Christian communities meet in Amman Friday 
(Petra photo I 

Islamic-Christian meeting warns of 
Israeli terrorist actions in Holy Land 


AMMAN (Petral — An 
Islamic-Christian meeting held in 
Amman Friday has warned the 
.Muslim and Christian worlds of 
the danger inherent in Israel's ill- 
egal practices and terrorist actions 
in the occupied Arab lands and the 
holy places. 

The meeting was called to dis- 
cuss recurrent Zionist attacks on 
Christian and Islamic holy places 
and the recent bombs that went off 
at a mosque and a church in Al 
‘Eizariyeh town in a Jerusalem 
suburb injuring the mosque's 
Muezzin and one of the church's 
nuns. 

Such attacks perpetrated by 
Zionists are attempts to shake the 
steadfastness of the Arab pop- 
ulation in the occupied lands and 
weaken their resistance, a sta- 


tement issued at the end of the 
meeting said. 

The statement said that Israel's 
pursuance of its settlement pol- 
icies. its support for the settlers' 
attacks and terrorist actions dir- 
ected against the indignant pop- 
ulation. are part of Zionists' att- 
empts to Judaise the holy city of 
Jerusalem and impose a Jewish 
character on Arab land. 

The meeting decided to set up a 
joim committee to be entrusted 
with tasks aimed at providing pro- 
tection on Islamic and Christian 
holy places and to expose Israel's 
actions to the world public opi- 
nion. 

According to the statement the 
participants in the meeting also 
discussed the various dangers thr- 
eatening the holy places in general -minal and terrorist actions. 


and the foreign natrons' attempts 
to strike the Palestinian resistance 
in a bid to divert the world's att- 
ention from the real problem in 
Palestine. 

The participants which grouped 
leading Christian and Muslim fig- 
ures and intellectuals decided also 
to send a cable to the U.N. Sec- 
retary General, the president of 
the Security Council, the tSorld 
Council of Churches and other 
organisations, explaining the dan- 
gers that emanate irom Israel's 
continued attacks on Christian 
and Islamic holy sites in the occ- 
upied Arab lands. 

The cables appeal to the org- 
anisations to do evcrvihina pos- 
sible to put an end to "Israels cri- 


‘Lack of proper implementation of 
Juvenile law leads to delinquencies’ 


By Afifah A. Kaloti 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The absence of pro- 
per social planning and org- 
anisation is the direct cause for the 
“unsatisfactory situation facing 
our children" in the eyes of the law 
and in the way they are treated, 
former Chairman of the National 
Committee for Social Defence 
Taha Zahran said. 

Dr. Zahran was speaking at a 
seminar last week entitled “Who 
Protects Our Children." org- 
anised by the Arab Women Uni- 
versity Graduates' Club. 

Referring to the children's soc- 
ial. civil and criminal legislations. 


Jordanian juvenile law youth falls 
between the age of seven and eig- 
hteen. 

The Jordanian Juvenile Laws. 
Dr. Zahran said, include the sim- 
plification of trial procedures, the 
secrecy of the case, in arresting 
him not to use handcuffs during 
arrest give the juvenile trial urg- 
ency. authorises the juvenile ins- 
titutions’ directors to release a 
child in case of good behaviour 
and to hold ihe trial sessions in 
places other than adult courts. 

But unfortunately. Dr. Zahran 
said, there are merely provision 
that are not properly practiced. 

He explained that when a juv- 
enile is arrested, he is treated very 


Dr. Zahran said that they are of by beating them and han- 
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two groups: 

The first group, he said, is rel- 
ated to the various rights of chi- 
ldren as well as to the community's 
duties towards them which is 
based on the Declaration of the 
International Child Rights. 

Pointing out some of these poi- 
nts. Dr. Zahran said that it inc- 
ludes the child's right to enjoy all 
rights defined without any son of 
discrimination. He must also have 
the right to a special protection by 
making opportunities available 
for him to grow up physically, spi- 
ritually and socially in a healthy 
atmosphere. 

The child, he added, should 
have sufficient nutrition, good 
shelter and medical security. 

According to international 
rights, the child also has the right 
of compulsory education and has 
the priority to be rescued and pro- 
tected in case of an emergency. 

Another international leg- 
islation for the child is the right to 
protect him from all sorts of ign- 
orance and cruelty, against imp- 
osed duties. 

Dr. Zahran said that the Jor- 
danian legislation has adopted all 
these international principles but 
“there is a big gap between theory 
and implementarion.” 

He pointed out that the imp- 
lementation of these rights mostly 
depeod on the way they are exe- 
cuted and the funds available for 
it. 

The second group of leg- 
islations. Dr. Zahran said, is rel- 
ated to juvenile delinquencies and 
ways of correcting them. 

He said that according to the 


dcuffing them. “This is due to the 
general education of the security 
men who look at all people as cri- 
minals.” 

In respect to trial procedures. 
Dr. Zahran said that it is done in 
the same manner as adult trials 
which is against the law. 

As for the treatment within the 
juvenile institutions, he described 
it as being cruel in a way that adv- 
ersely affect the behaviour of the 
.youth, for when released “go back 
to the same old habit.” 

At the conclusion of his speech. 
Dr. Zahran said that in the light of 
the repeated recommendations of 
international and local con- 
ferences on social defence, as well 
as in the light of social defence 
research conducted in Jordan in 
Iv7y and through his personal 
experience, he recommended the 
establishment of a public ins- 
titution for social defence of a 
legal nature and of an ind- 
ependent budget to take care of 
children and protect them. 

Dr. Muhyeddin Touq of the 
University of Jordan who also del- 
ivered a speech at the seminar 
spoke on child abuse and neglect. 

He pointed out that child death 
m the Third World is partly due to 
the parents negligence. “The type 
of motherhood is strongly con- 
nected with the child safety, phy- 
sically and psychologically, bec- 
ause mothers' concern clearly ref- 
lects on the kind of nutrition and 
cleanliness that bestows upon the 
child. 

He added that parents who 
abuse their children are not fam- 
iliar with the essential principles 


for bringing up their children. 

Dr. Touq said that negligence is 
a simplified method of abuse for it 
is not done directly by parents but 
other persons in the community. 

A perfect example on neg- 
ligence is over-running children 
by vehicles. 

He said chat statistics in Jordan 
for such cases, that involve chi- 
ldren below the age of 15. shows 
that in I^Kl it reached 66.6 per 
cent. 19S2 it reached 64 N percent 
and until June 1VK3 it reached 65 
per cent. 

He added that according to AJ 
Bashir Hospital statistics on the 
types of parent abuse, most of 
them are bums, severe wounds, 
drownings. poisoning and ele- 
ctrical shocks. 

Dr. Touq emphasised the need 
of proper care for the children and 
the proper way to bring them up 
“because they represent the fut- 
ure of our country”. 

He said that unorthodox met- 
hods of bringing up children are 
bound to cause many social pro- 
blems and lead to psychological 
and physical difficulties for the 
youth in the future. 


Jordan aims to i 
agricultural production 

marketing , 

By Anne CounseD 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “An honest image of the cur- 
rent situation regarding agriculture in Jor- 
dan is necessary to eliminate bottlenecks and 
improve production and marketing", said 
Minister of Agriculture Marwan Dudin in an 
interview with the Jordan Times this week. 



.Asked about the current Nat- 
ional Consultative Council i NCC) 
debates on agricultural policy, the 
minister replied that the con- 
straints affecting agriculture sho- 
uld be reviewed to try and imp- 
rove the situation, although an 
ideal situation can never be ach- 
ieved in a business such as agr- 
iculture due to external factors 
such as the weather, water supply 
and fluctuating markets. 

Mr. Dudin went on to say: "It is 
a very healthy phenomenon that 
agriculture is being discussed, 
whether positively or negatively, 
as this means that plant and ani- 
mal production out of available 
land is an objective of paramount 
importance to any future dev- 
elopment plan.” 

Regarding current agricultural 
policy and marketing strategies 
Mr. Dudin explained that at pre- 
sent there is an absence of an ove-, 
rail national plan for agricultural 
development, although there is an 
emphasis towards self-sufficiency 
to meet local needs, thereby avo- 
iding high transportation, pac- 
kaging and marketing costs of 
exporting. However. Mr. Dudin 
said, that Jordan is interested in 
exporting agricultural produce 
although extensive market sutides 
are needed for securing profitable 
outlets. Mr. Dudin also said "Jor- 
dan is competing in a difficult pos- 
ition regarding exports due to the 
closure ol traditional markets in 
the Gulf area, where there is now 
internal agricultural development 
in addition to competition from 
Greece and Turkey which arc 
low -cost suppliers in order to obt- 
ain hard currency.” 

Mr. Dudin said the possibility of 
exporting to Europe was being 
investigated and that Jordan had 
the advantage of two seasons for 
production of vegetables in the 
Jordan Valley which could be exp- 
loited more fully, for example 
exporting winter tomatoes to 
Europe where they arc otherwise 
not available at that lime of year. 
However, this prospect requires 
studies on demands. European 
Economic Community tEEC 
regulations and transport costs. 

On current problems in agr- 
iculture. the minister said that 


land fragmentation hindered large 
scale development, especially reg- 
arding wheat production where 
large spaces are needed, and land 
fragmentation also means that 
there are a large number of small 
farmers. 

Mr. Dudin also said that alt- 
hough farmers have adopted 
modern techniques in pla- 
sticukure and irrigation, they are 
still traditional regarding the crops 
grown and are resisting crop div- 
ersification in favour of producing 
established crops such as tom- 
atoes. cucumbers and eggplants. 

The minister said that the sit- 
uation is improving and that many 
farmers are increasingly aware 
that tomato production in high 
season is less profitable Jhan in the 
winter and are adjusting pro- 
duction and crop varieties acc- 
ordingly. 

Mr. Dudin. however, feels that 
the government should not int- 
erfere “to a large extent” in this 
matter because crop protection, 
research and extension facilities 
are widely available to the far- 
mers. who are now beginning to 
learn from their previous mistakes 
and are taking the initiative to 
improve their situation. 

The minister emphasised the 
difficulties that would arise if the 
ministry tried to enforce div- 
ersification or farm practises say- 
ing that the manpower and tra- 
nsport costs would be very high in 
addition to undermining the free 
enterprise of the farmers. 

Mr. Dudin went on to discuss 
t he positive aspects of gov emment 
intervention in agriculture which 
protect farmers, mentioning fixed 
prices for produce and the control 
of imports to ensure the sale of 
local produce. He praised the act- 
ivities of the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (JOC». The Jordan 
Valley Farmers Association 
U VFA ■ and the Agricultural Cre- 
dit Corporation tACC) in their 
efforts to ensure “good deals" for 
the Jordanian farmer. 

The minister said that the est- 
ablishing of the Jordan Processing 
and Marketing Company was a 
measure to regulate agribusiness 
by controlled grading and pac- 
kaging which would ensure quality 


Marwan Dudin 

control for the home market and 
for export and give the farmer a 
better price lor superior quality 
produce. In addition. Mr. Dudin 
said, gluts could be absorbed by 
the processing plants and that the 
farmers still have a choice where 
they sell their produce. 

Asked why the selling of shares 
in the company had been very 
slow. Mr. Mr. Dudin replied that • 
the timing of the shares being rel- 
eased on the market was bad due 
to low money transfers and the 
Gull countries restricting their 
foreign labour which froze capital 
transfer because of the uncertain 
situation. 

He added that although the 
farmers themselves had not bou- 
ght a large number of the shares 
this was partly due to Lhe lack of 
available funds at that time in the 
season but that merchants and 
banks had been purchasing shares. 

\lr. Dudin outlined important 
projects currently under dis- 
cussion in the Higher Agricultural 
Council, notably studies on gro- 
wing apples and increasing wheat 
production. He said that the pot- 
ential for cultivating both wheat 
and apples is good as they require 
comparitively little irrigation from 
artesian wells. 

He said that there arc exp- 
erimental stations in the Ma'an 
and Shobak areas in southern Jor- 
dan. that have produced excellent 
results in growing apples although 
studies are still preliminary. 

; On the subject of what, the min- 
ister said that feasibility studies 
w ill be carried out by the Natural 
Resources Authority <NRA) on 
water beds in the southern, mid. 
northern and eastern areas of Jor- 
dan to test the potential for irr- 
igation. He added that although 
the initial investment will be very 
high, the expected returns should 
be good. 

Mr. Dudin concluded’by saying 
"The National Plan for agriculture 
should be an imaginative plan tak- 
ing into account the high initial 
costs that would be entailed l at the 
beginning! and should use the 
knowledge and expertise of Jor- 
danians.” 


Pakistanis celebrate Jinnah’s birthday anniversary 


Pakistan Sunday celebrates the anniversary of the birth of its founder, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who was bom in 1 876 and died in / 948. On 
the occasion of Mr. Jinnah’s birthday armiversay. herebelow is the 
speech he delivered after receiving the first Jordanian envoy to Pak- 
istan, in which he expressed the affection and regards of the people of 
Pakistan to King Abdullah and the people of Jordan . 


In reply to the speech by His 
Excellency Mohammad Pasha Al 
Shuraiki. minister of state, envoy 
extraordinary and minister ple- 
nipotentiary of Jordan on Dec. 24. 
1**47. the Ouaid-i-Azam Moh- 
ammad Ali linnah said: “It is a 
great pleasure and indeed a great 
previlege for me to welcome your 
excellency and your colleagues 
and to receive through you a mes- 
sage of good wishes and con- 
gratulations from His Majesty the 
King of Jordan on the ach- 
ievement of independence by Pak- 
istan. 1 assure your excellency that 


my government and the people of 
Pakistan greatly appreciate the 
gracious message of your August 
sovereign and the affection and 
regard expressed by the people of 
Jordan for their brethren in this 
country. I need hardly assure your 
excellency that the government 
and people of Pakistan heartily 
reciprocate the noble sentiments 
so generously expressed through 
your excellency's mission. 

"In Lhe struggle for freedom 
which the Muslims of ihis great 
subcontiem had to face, the tho- 
ught that we always carried with us 


the sympathies of the Muslim 
World and particularly of such 
great torch b earers of Islam as His 
Majesty the King of Jordan, was a 
source of great encouragement 
and inspiration. It is afl the more 
gratifying, therefore, for the peo- 
ple of Pakistan to receive this mes- 
sage on the occasion of their ind- 
ependence. 

“I have no doubt that your exc- 
ellences mission will further cem- 
ent the bonds of brotherhood and 
affection which exist and subsist 
between our two peoples. Islam is 
to us the source of our very life and 
existence and it has linked our cul- 
tural and traditional past so clo- 
sely with the Arab World thaL 
there need be no doubt wha- 
tsoever about our fullest sympathy 
for the Arab cause. 

“I request your excellency to be 


good enough to convey my most 
grateful thanks and the thanks of 
the people of Pakistan to His Maj- 
esty. your King, and to the people 
of Jordan for the good wishes con- 
veyed to us through your exc- 
ellency’s mission. 

“ Finally I have great pleasure in 
informing your excellency that my 
government have agreed to the 
proposal of your government that 
there should be an exchange of 
diplomatic missions between Pak- 
istan and Jordan. In the fulfilment 
of this desire. I am looking for- 
ward to the pleasure of welcoming 
to Karachi a representative of 

your great country. 

"*~‘T am sure, my government and 
my people will do all they can to 
make your sojourn in Karachi 
happy and pleasant." 


AV 



Bring your party to 
our party 

Whetheryou're planning a party for two or a get-together for twenty, celebrate New Year's Eve 
at the Marriott Hotel. 

Al WilllSI Ballroom 

We'll have live entertainment and dancing until 2 a.m. plus a 7 course dinner 
ASSORTED MEZZA 
SUPREME OF PHEASANT 
PETITE MARMITE 

SEAFOOD VOL-AU-VENT EN PATTY SHELL 
TOURNEDOS ROSSINI 
BAKED ALASKA ON PARADE 
FRIANDISES 

Midnight champagne toast of course plus all the party favours 
you'll need to ring out the old and ring in the new. 

Bring your party to the MARRIOTT this New Year, ^ 

for JD 38.000 per person. 

Or a total package offer for 2 people including 
room, dinner in Al Waha ballroom and American 
breakfast the following day. Price JD 50.000 per person. 

* Live Oriental Music with Belly Dancer 


‘ Round trip ticket Amman/ Seoul/ Amman With compliments of 




KUWAIT AIRWAYS 


night club 

Horsd'oeuvres buffet, and disco atmosphere with Charles Metropolis starting at 9:00 p.m. The 
theme for this year is "Flashdance". with ARIEL our in-house disco star. 

Price JD 10.000 per person including Hors d'oeuvres. 


Reservations only: BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW. 


P.O.Box 926333 Amman Jordan Tel 660100 


tlx 21145 MARlOttlO 
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Not a gtsirssa in a tea cup 


IT iS simplistic to thick of Yasser Arafat’s visit to Egypt 
Thursday the way his Arab and Palestinian opponents are 
putting it. But it would be equally foolhardy to think that his 
talks with President Mubarak could be described as just ano- 
ther storm in a tea cup. 

The issue in question is the whole of the Palestine problem 
really — scbjecledthis time to one of its crudest tests. 

At least five of those radical Palestinian leaders, who opp- 
osed the FLO chairman’s dramatic move to visit and talk with 
the Egyptian president, appeared on Syrian Television at the 
weekend to denounce strongly what they said was Arafat’s 
“blatant violation” of the FLO charter. They agreed that the 
PLO chairman’s “unilateral” step should be rejected and also 
on the need to oust him from his position at the helm of the 
PLO. Among the five representatives were two from totally - 
Syrian-backed radical organisations, a representative of the 
Fateh rebels, the DFLP assistant secretary general and, more 
importantly perhaps, the PFLP leader. Dr. George Habasb. 

Hahash. being the more interesting and powerful among 
the five, said Arafat would not be tolerated as PLC chairman 
any longer. What he (Arafat) did there (in Cairo), the PFLP 
leader told his viewers, is unforgivable: the man clearly wants 
to take us to Camp David. “He has to be ousted.” 

This reaction is typical of the man and his organisation — of 
the radical Palestinian movement generally. But wha: does it 
really mean? And what is to come of it? 

Simplistic, we said, is to think that the issue of Arafat's visit 
with Mubarak was like what Habash and his colleagues make 
it. The visit may indeed be controversial, but is nowhere near 
being as black and white as the radicals in the Palestinian camp 
put it. 

The less radical elements in tbe PLO. like those in the Fateh 
Central Committee meeting sow and then in Tunis, and who 
really matter most in the final analysis, too have said their 
word. They detached themselves from any binding results from 
their senior colleague’s talks in Egypt, but did not call Tor 
anything like Arafat’s ouster. Tough nuts, now; later, perhaps. 

Arafat has been the leader, you know why, because be is the 
on? to always take the bold moves: first the gun. then dip- 
lomacy, and some wild — or survival — diplomacy whenever 
the need arose. 

Arafat is w ily and shrewd enough to survive. If he got out of 
Tripoli against all the odds, he could not possibly afford to fail 
now, 

Some even think that he would have never undertaken the 
“via-Egypt-trip” from Tripoli without full endorsement first 
from at feast five powerful Fateh colleagues in the Central 
Committee. 

But, be it what it may, Arafat's visit to Cairo this week is 
indeed tumultous and controversial. However, it cannot but be 
a calculated more, primarily designed to explore a speedy 
political option for a Middle East solution. 

If there is a quick response to his signal, there may be a 
better chance to make early peace. Otherwise, it is just as well 
to forget it. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Arab unity upsets Israel 

ISRAEL HAS been clearly upset by the \isii ol Palestine Liberation 
Organisation iPLOl Chairman Yasser Aralat to Cairo on Thursday 
and more upsetting to Israel was the statement issued by the Egy- 
ptian cabinet underlining the importance ol Jordanian-Palestinian 
eoopc ration for solving the Middle East issue. 

Israel" s Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has described the visit as a 
bad omen for Israel since it signals a return of Egypt to the Arab fold 
and a re- unification of Arab ranks in the face of Israel’s threats. 

Israelis see in the visit, and the cabinet statement, a measure Lhat 
would enhance Arab solidarity and pave the way for a concerted 
Arab front facing the Israeli enemy. A Jordanian-Palestinian coh- 
esion can enhance the steadfastness of the Arab inhabitants in 
Israeli-held territories and can promote efforts towards achieving a 
solution to the Palestine problem — something not to the taste of the 
Israelis. 

Israel has always depended on divisions among Arab ranks which 
helped it to achieve its goals. The return of Egypt to the Arab fold 

• and solidarity among Arab slates are bound to upset Zionist leaders 
as they foreshadow unfavourable surroundings for Israel and an 
uneasy future. 

. Al Dustour: Arafat's visit justifiable 

NO DOUBT Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's visit to Cairo on Thursday is justifiable because 

• Egypt had offered support for the Palestinians during and after the 
Tripoli siege and protection and hospitality during their passage 
through the Suez Canal to North Yemen. 

President Hosni Mubarak adopted a very honourable stand during 
the Tripoli siege and displayed Egypt" s willingness towards returning 
to the Arab fold. Therefore Arafat’s visit to Cairo was partly to offer 
gratitude lo the Egyptian president and to work towards returning 
Egypt to the Arab Nation. This is a very logical thing ro do given the 
situation Arafat uas in. after his departure from Lebanon. 


Sawt Al Shaab: A step in the right direction 

EGYPT HAS showed surprise at Israel's anger for Arafat's visit to 
Cairo on Thursday. Foreign Minister Kamal Hassan Ali said Israel 
has no right to interfere in this matter. 

In fact Egypt values its relations with Arab states above all other 
considerations despite the faci lhat it had signed a peace treaty with 
Israel. Egypt has continuously condemned Israel's attacks on Arab 
countries and its invasion of Lebanon as well as its continued arb- 
itrary measures against the Palestinian Arabs under its rule. Egypt's 
departure from the Arab ranks h 2 d actually shaken the .Arabs and 
caused not only a shock but a great disaster lor all Arabs. Its treaty 
with Israel has brought about disturbances inside Egypt and created 
for the Egyptian government many problems and headaches. 
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Christmas ‘83: Palestinians are still homeleaa 


By Rev. Musa Adeli 

The writer is priest o/Jabal Al Hussein’s Roman Catholic parish. He is 
also director of Jordan Caritas. a Catholic welfare society based in 
Amman with branches throughout Jordan. He circulated this ankle to 
12-i Caritas welfare societies throughout the world to mark this year’s 
Christmas celebrations 


ONCE AGAIN the beautiful 
feast of the Nativity of Jesus 
draws near. Christmas and all 
that it evokes in the minds and 
hearts of the Christian — fam- 
ily gatherings, exchange of gifts 
and presents, carols all jostles 
for place in our memories alo- 
ngside the deeper and eternal 
values which, however smo- 
thered by the erosion ol time, 
seem to surface once again in 
this season, causing us to drop 
our adult sophistries and to 
stand beside the crib — and 
wonder! 

We who live in this pan of 
the world perhaps read with a 
slightly different appreciation 
that the rest oi men. the Nat- 
ivity story as told in Luke's 
Gospel Chapter II. He records 
a binh. a simple event: hap- 
pening everywhere. every day. 
There is no need to wonder at 
such a mundane happening we 
say — ■ but — we arc wrong. 
This birth in its magnitude of 
importance shoiuld have sha- 
ttered the universe and sent it 
spinning: instead it brought in a 
lew tattered shepherds from 
the nearby hills. During this 
momentous event the world 


slept on unaware that anything 
unusual was taking place as 
Mary quietly wrapped herlirtle 
one against the night's chili and 
Joseph pondered on the turn 
his life had taken. From our 
childhood we have been used 
to singing and saying that Jesus 
was bom in Bethlehem. We 
however, at ihis distance form 
the event, reflect on the cruelty 
of the edict which caused him 
to be bom there? An edict 
which caused people to trek 
mile after weary' mile, leaving 
behind all that w as comfortable 
and familiar, in order to satisfy 
a power- hungry ruler as to the 
number of his acquired sub- 
jects. Luke records this event 
and ends with the sentence full 
of pathos: " There w as no room 
for them..." No room in the 
inn. No room. The town pac- 
ked because the great Roman 
Caesar had mobilised the 
whole land in order to do his 
counting: the crowds oblivious 
of Mary as she threatened her 
way quietly through the crush 
demanding nothing and rec- 
ei\ ingless: Mary displaying the 
true hallmark of real poverty 
and littleness: Mary with her 


needs urgent upon her. making 
no cry for some sort of con- 
sideration but knowing that 
soon, of utter necessity she 
must find a small space, a place. 
any place in which to lay before 
the uncomprehending world. 
Heaven's unspeakable gift. 

The light of the people in 
Palestine at that time was not a 
happy one. Poverty, hardship 
and political impotence had 
yolked them firmly to the opp- 
resive domination of a foreign 
power. Do we not see a parallel 
today? Throughout the world’ 
there are Arabs, sprung from 
that same soil of Palestine and 
yet for them there is only one 
message emanating from that 
land, as there was for -the new- 
born: "No room." Displaced 
from land and ancestry: str- 
ipped of national dignity and 
identity; relegated to inferior 
status to work out their destiny 
as best they can. They have no 
country. Do these four words 
not sound a note ot tragedy in 
our minds? Can we for a mom- 
ent imagine an American. Eng- 
lishman. Frenchman. Jor- 
danian if there were no such 
countries as America. Eng- 
land. France or Jordan? What 
is the significance of a national 
name if it means nothing, if it 
does not manifest where I bel- 
ong? But where does the Pal- 
estinian belong? Where is 
home? Is it in Israel ? Lebanon? 
The Occupied West Bank? 


Jordan? Other Arab states or 
overseas? No. it is none of 
these places. The answer is as 
simple as it is destructive — 
they have no home. Who any 
more hears the cry of these 
expelled and wandering peo- 
ple? The world shrugs as this 
nation goes from place to place 
with its begging bowl only to be 
told — no room, sort out your 
own problem. But — can it be 
sorted out? will the problem 
yield to a solution'? Will the 
sprawling camps littered over 
the Middle East disappear or 
will they become a permanent 
way of life for these people? 
Will this mode of existence 
which oT its very nature breeds 
and foments discontent con- 
tinue until there is no-one left 
with a living memory of any 
other type of life? These que- 
stions beg answers. From 
where will the answer come? 
From the Christians of the 
world? from the Church? from 
the democracies of the West or 
from the Communist countries 
of the East? We do not know it 
seems, but one thing is surely 
certain: an answer will come. 
Someone somewhere will solve 
this problem sometime and in 
the solving might well create 
more horrific questions than 
those faced today. In theory we 
know that God holds the ans- 
wers to it all. Why does he not 
act? 

Could it be that we never ask 


him? Could it be that the lan- 
guage we use is unknown to 
God. laced as it is with selfish 
and nun-in interests? Do we as 
the Christians of tbe world pray 
with that humility and trust 
that can move mo u n t ains — 
but never does — because we 
always fall short of the frill req- 
uirements of both trust and 
humility? Do we in our day- 
to-day life care enough to do 
something about this situation? 
Do we try to search out an ans- 
wer not coloured by political 
expediency or religious bias? 

The plight of ihe Palestinian 
is a dark shadow in our world. 
They are our brothers. Chr- 
istian or non-Christian Christ 
loves them. He was born for 
them and wanted his birth to 
bring them life. Here we need 
to reflect on what Christmas 
message they receive at this 
season from us who claim to be 
followers of his. what must 
they think as they see us flock 
to our churches and cribs? 
What hopes rise in their hearts 
as they hear us sing our carols 
using such words as “lie came 
to set us free." Do they see a 
connection between us. the 
professedly Christian people 
who by sheer definition must 
cany wide charity in the heart, 
and the tiny babe of Bethlehem 
whom we laud and fete? Or do 
they see a dichotomy in us — 
our Christian values applied 
selectively. 


While we this year eh joy V 

once again this beautiful rem- 
inder of our Saviour’s love for $$ 
us. and whilst our thoughts By, 
as they surely must, to Bet- 
hlehem. let us think of it as his ^ 
today. A small town once again 
under occupation, nestled in 
the hills, the same hills which 
cradled that town in Jesus’ 
time, a town from which the 
Arab population will be barred 
all over the Christmas season. A 
town in which the Arabs have 
suffered much and are still suf- 
fering: and foT what do they 
suffer? What is their crime? 

Their crime is in wanting to 
live! Just that. Wanting a little 
space in the land of their fal- 
ters. 


During this lovely season let , 
us open our hearts to these our 1 
brothers who have surely for , 
too long heard the "no room” j 
•message. Let us somehow, j 
each in our own way. make the 
Christmas message credible to 
these people. Lei us search out 
ways of removing their refugee 
status. Christ’s words still hold 
meaning today. What you do to 
others you do to me. Let us not 
be content to continue to give 
the ‘no room’ message to 
Christ, through these, his sons. 
Let us make him welcome thr- 
ough all those who need des- 
perately to hear this message: 
— Come, therefr room forvou. 
— COME HOME. 



Mitterrand: More of a Gauilist exposure 


By John Morrison 

Reuter 

PARIS • The political Inrtuncs 
"I France’s President Francois 
Mitterrand appear to be on the 
mend thanks m a vigorous rea- 
ssenion ol his authority over lor- 
eign policy, though he remains 
vulnerable on the domestic from. 

French political analysts have 
been quick to note the irony in the 
way Mr. Mitterrand now adopts 
t-he monarchical style ol General 
Charles de Gaulle, the man he bit- 
terly opposed lor so long. 

After long denouncing the Fifth 
Republic's concentration of 
power m the head ol state's hands 
as' "permanent coup d’etat." Mr. 
Mitterrand is now making the 
most ol Gen. de Gaulle's legacy. 

He has used his wide powers 
over foreign and defence policy, 
particularly over France's nuclear 
deterrent, to project an image of 
decisive leadership, turning pot- 
entially damaging reverses into 
victories. 

''’hen 5X French soldiers were 
blown up in Beirut at the end of 
t.iciober. \lr. Mitterrand boosted 
his standing at home by flying wit- 
hin hours to the scene. 

He then sent French warplanes 
to strike the presumed authors of 
the attack at Baalbek, carefully 
delaying the raid until after a visit 
to France by Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid. 

1 he Baalbek raid may or may 
not have hit those responsible for 
the French soldiers’ deaths, but it 
found its intended domestic target 
with pinpoint accuracy. 

The result ol Mr. Mitterrand's 
deft handling of the Lebanon con- 
flict is that so far he has faced less 
domestic pressure to pull back his 
troops from the Multinational 
Force than the leaders of the Uni- 
ted Stales. Italy and Britain. 

Both in the Mideasi and in 
NATO’s confrontation with the 
Soviet Union over medium range 
nuclear weapons. Mr. Mit- 
terrand's firmness has won the 
reluctant approval even of his bit- 
terest political enemies in the con- 
servative opposition. 

Nco-GauUist leader Jacques 
Chirac denies that Mr. Mitterrand 
has managed to shape a foreign 
policy consensus in French public- 
opinion. but in practice the opp- 
osition has inund itself unable to 
present a coherent alternative. 

The next six months will test 
Mr. Mktcrraruf s skills to the limit 
as France takes over the pre- 
sidency of the European Com- 
munity and tries to salvage an 


agreement over budgetary and 
agricultural reform from the wre- 
ckage ot this month’s Athens 
summit. 

Success in leading the I « '-nation 
community out ol crisis would pay 
a double dividend tor Mr. Mit- 
terrand because France's pre- 
sidency coincides with the runup 
to elections for the European Par- 
liament at the end of June. 

Failure to solve the com- 
munity's woes, on the other hand, 
will mean a risk lhat the European 
poll will turn into a referendum on 
three years of Socialist domestic 
policy, an area where Mr. Mit- 
terrand is more vulnerable. 

While most opinion polls show 
Mr. Mitterrand's personal sta- 
nding recovering slowly to around 
40 per cent from a low of around 
30 per cent earlier this year, his 
Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy has 
tailed to make the same tur- 
naround. 

While Mr. Mitterrand’s pre- 
sidential mandate runs for seven 
years until I MSS. the left faces par- 
liamentary elections in 1MX6. 

Most French commentators bel- 
ieve that Mr. Mitterrand will have 
to replace the tall, burly prime 
minister with a figure of broader 
appeal some time next year if the 
left is to stand a chance of ret- 
aining its National Assembly maj- 
ority in IMS6. 

The names mosL frequently 
canvassed are Social Affairs Min- 
ister Pierre Beregovoy. Finance 
Minister Jacques Delors and Ind- 
ustry Minister Laurent Fabius. 

All Mr. Mitterrand's pre- 
decessors under the Filth Rep- 
ublic have picked new prime min- 
isters midway through their terms 
of office in order to give their adm- 
inistrations a new lease of life. 

Mr. Mauroy' s strong cards for 
remaining prime minister are that 
he- is popular among the Socialist 
rank and file and is the man best 
placed to keep the peace with the 
Communists, who have four min- 
isterial posts. 

For the time being the Com- 
munists have bowed to some 
tough political arm-twisting by 
their senior partners and declared 
that they will stay the course in 
government. 

But Mr. Mitterrand, who has a 
long memory for past turnabouts 
by the Communists, knows that 
they might use the appointment of 
a new prime minister, particularly 
a pragmatist such as Mr. Delors or 
Mr. Fabius. to make a sudden dash 
for the exit. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s domestic for- 
tunes in 1 984 will largely hinge on 


the outcome of a tough austerity 
package introduced last March 
aimed at cutting inflation to five 
per cent and trimming France's 
foreign trade deficit. 

Since March progress towards 
the second of these goals has been 
taster than expected..but inflation 
has remained obstinately high at 
around in per cent, two or three 
times as high as in other countries 
which arc France's main trading 
partners. 

While the basic aims of the aus- 
terity package have been swa- 
llowed by the Communists, as by 
the reluctant Socialist Party left 
wing, (rouble is brewing for Mr. . 
Mitterrand and Mr. Mauroy over 
unemployment and industrial 
redundancies. 

One of their proudest claims has 
been that they have managed to 
stabilise unemployment in France 
at two million, or around eight per 
cent of the workforce, a lower 
level than in most Western ind- 
ustrialised countries. 

French employers say the gov- 
ernment’s use of early retirement 
packages and youth training sch- 
emes has disguised the real picture 
of declining industrial profitability 
and weakening job market since 
the Left came to power. 

Seasonally adjusted une- 
mployment jumped by 63.000 in 
November, a rise of 3.t per cent 
over October, and some eco- 
nomists predict the figure will 
climb much faster next year. 

The chances of this happening 
will largely depend on a series of 
tough decisions the government 
will have to take in the next new 
weeks and months on the future of 
French industry. 




Pierre Mauroy 


The government, buffeted by 
internal strains, has faced eno- 
rmous difficulties in trying to solve 
a dispute over redundancies at the 
Talbot plant in Poissy west -of 
Paris, part of the private Ios- 
smaking Peugeot group. 

The car firm’s management has 
threatened to close the plant and 
shelve a modernisation pro- 
gramme because of government 
hesitancy in approving layoffs now 
likely to total about 1.900. 

_ The Talbot case, despite the 
relatively small number of jobs - 
involved, has erupted into a major 
headache for the government, ill- 
ustrating the fragility of its rel- 
ations both with trade unions and 
with employers. 

Industry Minister. Fabius. a 
Close Mitterrand protege, has 
made clear that government aid 
must be channelled into dev- 
eloping the new high-technology 
industries of tomorrow rather 
■ than protecting traditional sectors 
in decline. 

Mr. Talbot is seen as the first 
practical test for the Fabius str- 
ategy. Thousandsof other jobs are 
at stake in industries such as coal, 
steel and shipbuilding in 1984. 

Some political sources believe 
Mr. Mitterrand wants the tough 
decisions to be made as soon as 
possible in 1984 in order to dear 
the decks for a softening of aus- 
terity and a modest reflation of the 
economy in .1985. 

This, and the appointment of a 
new prime minister, would imp- 
rove the chances of a leftwing vic- 
tory in- .19X6. a possibility reg- 
arded as quite real in private by 
the opposition despite a recent run 
of victories in local elections, esp-’ 
edally in the traditionally Com- 
munist "red belt” around Paris. 


Uruguayans escalate 
struggle for political 


freedoms, 

By Jimmy Bonis 

MONTEVIDEO — On the night 
that Argentina voted for its new 
civilian government, thousands of 
Uruguayans ran cheering through 
the centre of Montevideo as if it 
were they who were going to the 
polls. 

Within a week of that day. Oct. 
30. there were countrywide strikes 
organised by the outlawed 
Communist-led trade union mov- 
ement and a bloody battle bet- 
ween' students and riot . pqlfce 
which Jed to one death and .hun- 
dreds of arrests. 

Later, a rally organised by all- 
the political parties over 400.000 
people, more than third of the. 
population of Montevideo and the 
largest demonstration in Uruguay 
in more than 50 years. 

The opposition wants the gov- 
ernment to lift the bans on pol- 
itical activity and a free press 
which were enforced in August, 
before there can be any political 
understanding with the military. 
The array plans ro hand over 
power to the civilians by March 
1985. after elections in November 
19X4. but to retain limited par- 
ticipation in the government and 
the legal system. 

It is difficult to find a Uru- 
guayan politician today who will 
publicly endorse any army par- 
ticipation in the future gov-, 
eminent, but the opposition par- 
ties are divided over tactics. 

Hie division was underlined 
during the rally last month when a 
large number of demonstrators 
defied the orders of the official 
organisers to disperse and mar- 
ched towards the Presidential Pal- 
. ace. Until recently the moderates 
within the two major political gro- 
upings — the Colorados and the 
Blancos — argued that it was best 
to avoid provoking the hardliners. 
But Increasingly the moderates 
are having to revise their strategy 
to avoid being outflanked by more 
militant factions. 

They are having to support the 
release of political prisoners and 
the return of thousands of exiles, 
matters previously only backed by 
radicals, particularly members of 
the Frente Amplio — the coalition 
of Christian Democrats. Com- 
munists. and Socialists. 

The effectiveness of Uruguay’s 
opposition remains largely con- 
ditioned by Wilson Ferreira AJd- 
unate. the 65-year-old exiled lea- 
der of the Blanco Party. Mr. Fer- 
reira was pipped at the post in the 
country’s last elections in 1971 
and his political stature has grown 
into mythical proportions while in 
exile. . . 

Mr. Ferreira now enjoys broad 
support including union and stu- 
dent groups and dissident mem- 
bers of other parties. His critics 
claim that much of his support 
would evaporate if he returned to 
Uruguay, just as many Argentines 
became disillusioned with the rea- 
lity of Peron when he returned. 
Nevertheless no single politician 
can be sure of his own future as 
long as the myth persists. 

The other uncertainty is the att- 
itude of the military. The Uru- 
guayan armed forces are not as 
deeply divided as those in Arg- 
entina nor as solidified around one 
figure as in Chile. Nevertheless, 
differences between hardliners 


democracy 

grouped around the ambitious 
President Gen. Gregorio Aharez. 
and more moderate officers led b\ , 
at least two generals and members 
of the navy and airforce have blu- 
rred the military’s response. 

Demonstrations have been vio- 
lently suppressed one day and 
authorised the next: one new- 
spapersuccessfuily published a list 
of 1 7 Uruguayans who had been 
kidnapped by the security forces, 
but another was banned tor pri- 
nting a photograph of Mr. Fer- 
reira. JThis carrot and stick app- 
roacKfhas angered rather than 
thwarted the opposition, adding a 
further factor of instability. 

A nationwide radio and tel- 
evisio broadcast by Gen. Alvarez 
recently in which he chasitsed the 
politicians who staged the rally 
and urged Uruguayans to be on 
guard against "Marxist sub- 
version" seems to have hardened 
opposition. 

Immediately after the bro- 
adcast tens of thousands of peo- 
ple in Montevideo went to their 
doorways and windows and bear 
on pots and pans, a form of protest 
against the regime popularised in 
Chile. 

Few observers envy the task 
faced by the country’s newly app- 
ointed Economy Minister. Mr. 

Vegh Villegas, who has close links 
with moderate Colorados and 
Blancos. He will adopt a prime 
ministerial role, as the main int- 
ermediary between the gov- 
ernment and the opposition. 

Mr. Villages and Mr. Jose Maria 
Puppo. the central bank governor, 
are understood to have made their 
presence in the government con- 
ditional on the military sticking to 
its plan to hand over power. But 
they have not yet made clear how ' 
they intend to reconcile their def- 
ence of political reform with their 
commitment to an economic pel- ** 
icy which had generated much of 
the current unrest. 

The International Monetary 
Fund is expected shortly to certify 
that Uruguay has met the mon- 
etary and fiscal targets for the 
third quarter, thus paving the way 
for the release of a further tranche 
of $50 million from its 5400 mil- 
lion credit agreement. But alt- 
hough the belt-tightening of the 
last two years has helped Uruguay 
reschedule over a quarter of its 
S4.2 billion foreign debt — the 
biggest per capita in South Ame- 
rica — it has not alleviated dom- 
estic economic problems. 

The .country recently recorded 
its highest ever unemployment \ 
rate of 16 per cent, while Gross 
Domestic Product over the year 
has fallen by six per cent. Real 
salaries over the last 12 months {* 
have dropped by 25 per cent, add- ‘ 

ing a further strain to an already " 
greatly impoverished country. 

Economists close to the gov- / 
eminent believe that the recession f 
has hit bottom and that there witt ' f - 
be an upturn in the first half of ;, v 
next year, particularly if the IMF“ a - 
agrees to loosen some of the tari-VT' 
gets contained in the current agfe’. ? 
eeraent. 0 -' <■ 

If Mr. Alfonsfo’s government v ' 
foils, in Argentina, there wifi.S^j ~ 
more than one Uruguayan hit? ;•? 
dliner in uniform prepared to lobkl;;; ^ 
across the river and with a waw&fL- ' * 
his finger, say "I told you so.” ^ - j§ 
Financial Times news feature t 
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AMMAN 

NOTEBOOK 


Xrlnad Khairallah 


THE OTHER DAY i was at a sub- 
urban post office with an armful of 
letters and patiently waiting in the 
■queue for my turn to buy stamps. 
By “an armful" I mean no less 
than SO letters, all containing cir- 
culars about a new product our 
company has introduced in the 
market and my boss thought it 
would be a good idea to sent out 
circulars on it. 1 am sure my boss 
considered it a brainchild of his 
and I did not have the cruelty to 
tell him it is a common practice all 
over the world. Also. 1 always 
remember the old saying. “The 
boss is right, even when he is 
wrong;” that is. if you want to 
keep our job. 

So there 1 was. at the post office 
wirh half a dozen others ahead of 
me and the counter clerk sipping 
tea and ignoring the people in the 
queue. **i am in a hurry please, so 
if you please.” came a pleading 
firo'm up from and the clerk glared 
at the source of the voice. “Let a 
man have some tea at least.” the 
clerk growled, and of course nob- 
ody did have any counter arg- 
ument. But a boy couple of turns 
ahead was whispering. “If he takes 
1 ti minutes to have a cup of tea. I 
wonder how much he takes to 
have lunch.” 

Suddenly a bright smile lit up 


. the clerk's face as if someone just 
informed him he had won the for- 
tnight's lottery. But a glance beh- 
ind me proved how wrong the ass- 
umption was. It was not a lottery 
ticket, but a beautiful girL who 
had walked in. By this time eve- 
ryone was staring at the girL for it 
was sure a welcome change to sta- 
ring at the ceiling until the clerk 
finished his tea. 

'The girl made some motions of 
joining the queue but was looking 
expectantly at the clerk. And sure 
enough, the clerk had transonned 
himself into the most jovial man in 
the world and it would have take 
some coffee-reading to locate the 
glass of tea he has just had. sec- 
onds before. “How are you?” he 
greeted the newcomer and bec- 
koned her to go forward. With a 
triumphant smile at the rest of us. 
the girl glided forward, “l am fi- 
ne.” she whispered at the clerk in 1 
a husky voice and we could all see 
the person of her attention was 
about to melt. “Will you fegisier 
these letters for me please?" The 
clerk almost split his lips smiling 
and said: “Of course, lady.” and 
took the proffered letters. The 
way he pasted the registered num- 
ber labels, wrote the certificates of 
registration and handed them over 
the counter really consoled me. If 


A day at the post office: A conquest that 
Alexander the Great might have envied 


he could work so fast it would not 
lake more Than a couple of min- 
utes for my turn. 1 reasoned. 

“How much?” ihe golden voice 
asked again and the clerk started 
scribbling furiously on his pad. 
“Seven hundred and fifty fils." he 
said, and the girl gave him a five- 
dinar note. “Let us see you more 
often.” he told the girl as he han- 
ded over the change. “Oh. thank 
you”. The girl was halfway to the 
door as she threw these words at 
him over her shoulders. 

It seemed that the boy up ahead 
was a real troublemaker. He whi- 
spered in a loud voice: “The next 
time 1 come here 1 would rem- 
ember to wear a skirt so that 1 get 
VIP treatment.” The clerk of cou- 
rse heard the remark, as it was 
meant to. “ 1 do not know how civ- 
ilised you are.” he snapped at the 
boy. “Didn't you see it was a girl 
and don't you know women alw- 
ays deserve priority?” The boy 
seemed bent on antagonising him. 
“Yes. you are right. The problem 
is her sex only." he said, “and 
nobody could fail to notice iL” 
And I knew it was going to be a 
long wait for me. what with arg- 
uments like this. But a middle- 
aged man somewhere in the line 
intervened. "Come on. we did not 
come here to argue." he said. “ Let 
us get on with what we came here 
for." 

“ Well, that is what I'm trying to 
Jo." ihe clerk said, obviously ple- 
ased with the intervention. 
" Didn't you see. brother, it was a 
girl and she deserved priority?" 
But the middle-aged man was 
smart. “My eyesight is not that 
good nowadays." he excused him- 
self. 
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Muttering under his breath the 
clerk started his job and the queue 
slowly inched forward and 1 kic- 
ked myself for nursing the idea 
that he was very fast in his work. 
The quick work he produced while 
offering services to the girl was 
nowhere in sight as he handled the 
rest of us. A girl up ahead, app- 
arently a maid servant from sou- 
thern Asia (darkish and obviously 
not at all appealing to the cleric to ’ 
include in his category of 
‘women' ]. was told to change the 
envelope because it was “not pro- 
perly sealed.” An old man was 
told to affix the registration num- 
ber label by using his saliva. And 
the middle-aged man's han- 
dwriting was commented on. how 
illegible it looked and -then came 
the turn of the troublemaker boy. 

He bought stamps worth 475 
fils and gave the clerk a half-dinar 
note. “I have no change.” the 
clerk was ready for the boy. “Give 
me stamps for 25 fils more so exa- 
ctly 5UU fils.” the boy said, app- 
arently in no mood io carry the 
conflict further. “But I have no 25 
fils stamp.” the clerk said. '“Okay 
then, you keep the change." the 
boy offered, and picked up his 
stamps from the counter. "What 
the hell do you think offering me a 
tip?" the clerk snatched the 
stamps from the boy. “Go get the 
exact 475 fils change and come 
and get your stamps.” 

The half-dinar note was almost 
thrown at the boy and J imm- 
ediately thought ol myseli ending 
up in the nearest police station as a 
witness to a real brawl. No such 
luck. The Niy just looked at the 
clerk, picked the note and out he 
went. 


1 looked at the clerk. There it 
was. the triumphant look on his 
face, which I doubled whether 
Alexander the Great himself had. 
after conquering the whole world.. 

The man in front of me was also 
dismissed for lack of change and 1 
suspected his crime was standing 
next to the boy. I did some fast 
calculation and decided to buy 4.x 
stamps of 125 fils each so that the 
same fate would not await me. 

“Forty-eight stamps of 125 fils 
each please.” 1 pushed six dinars 
over the counter. "Go downtown 
to the big post office.” I was told, 
“we do not have such a big qua- 
ntity of stamps." 1 cried to tell him 
1 did not ask him for 4..stm stamps 
but only for4s. The clerk had no 
ears for me. 

i drove all the way downtown, 
parked the car at one of those new 
ultramodern lots where a machine 
gives you a card at the entrance to 
calculate the parking charges and 
walked to the post office. 

. So I was in a line at a post office 
for the second time in a day and 
soon it was my turn at the counter. 

I wanted 55 stamps ut 125 fils each 
and i got to the counter without 
much difficulty other than another 
man approaching me with a req- 
uest to buy him stamps so thai he 
did not have to stand in the same 
queue and 1 politely declining lest 
the people behind me object. 

The relief I had on reaching the 
counter vanished the moment the 
clerk handed me the stamps. They 
wcrcol'6o.4n.[n and 5 fils, which 
meant 1 would have to spend one 
hour affixing li\e stamps on each 
envelope. 275 sLamps in all lor 55 
letters. 


I contemplated the idea of going 
back to the office and dumping the 
whole thing in the lap of our exe- 
cutive secretary but the memory 
of a recent episode made me drop 
the idea. That lime, the secretary 
did affix the stamps but displayed 
the envelopes in such a prominent 
place on her table where the boss 
would not fail to notice them. Sure 
enough, he noticed them and was 
told that J was supposed to have 
taken them to the post office but 
since 1 volunteered only to buy 
stamps the posting was not done. 

In addition, the secretary inf- 
ormed the boss that it took her af] 
day (including the time she went 
down to the hairdresser when the 
boss w'as not around i to affix the 
stamps, resulting in delaying a 
number of pressing tasks she was 
supposed to do. ( I had to hand it to 
her for the most plausible excuse 
lor her own shortcomings that 
time: and it also had made me rea- 
lise the truth of what the tro- 
ublemaker boy said earlier of “not 
wearing a skin." since the boss 
had no time to listen to my arg- 
ument that I was busy with some 
out of town businessmen who arr- 
ived that day. and instead chose to - 
give me a reproachful looki. 

Having decided against being 
subjected to a repetition of the 
episode I gathered the stamps and 
weftt over to the nearest public 
desk and got down to business. 
The problem of the envelopes not 
having enough space for the 
stamps was easily solved: affix 
three in the front and two on the 
back. 

I was so much engrossed in my 
work it startled me to get a bump 
on the back and the immediate 


thought that came to my'mind was 
what was the latest crime 1 com- 
mitted. for the bump reminded me 
of a hit 1 received sometime earlier 
from a Lebanese policeman in the 
streets of Beirut. 

I looked up and there he was. art 
oldiime acquaintance of mine (I 
would not call him a friend bec- 
ause 1 am careful of the company I 
keep;. Suppressing my anger 1 did 
the perfunctory handshake and 
inquired what he was doing at the 
post office. 

It appeared that he warned to 
send a telegram but forgot to 
pick up his ID and so he was in a 
fix. The telegram was very urgent 
concerning the death-bed sit- 
uation of une of his relatives and 
even after seeing the message, the 
telegram clerk sternly demanded 
to see his ID. without which the 
regulations did not permit tel- 
egrams to be aeccptcd. 

“Do me a favour.” my friend 
told me. “please produce your ID 
and send this cable." I said okay, i 
did not mind, but what about my 
envelopes and stamps and who 
would finish what I was doing. He 
volunteered to do it by the time l 
send the cable, and the task oi joi- 
ning another queue fell on me 
again. 

Well. I reached the counter, 
produced the cable iplus two car- 
bon copies) and my ID. plus the 
money my " friend" gave me and 
waited expectantly as the clerk did 
the calculations and put her pen to 
the receipt book. Suddenly she 
hwiked up. 

“Is this your ID?" she asked. 
Well, my photograph was there 
■and it should satisfy her. I said. 
“But you are not the sender as 


given in the cable, are you?” 'she 
asked, pushing the cabic forms 
and the ID back over the counter. 

1 said yes. she" was right. But the 
telegram was very urgent and the 
actual sender could not come, 
hence my presence. 1 told her. 
“Nothing doing." she ruled. "Eit- 
her you change the sender’s name 
to yours or you bring the sender's 
ID." 

Well, she had a good point 
there. I conceded, but how the 
receiver of the telegram would 
react to the message “Uncle ser- 
ious. start immediately.” from me. 
a name he never heard in his life 
before. I asked her. “It is not ray 
business.” she replied. 

So. I ironed back to my friend' 
who was busy affixing the stamps 
to the envelopes. Regretfully I 
informed him of the situation, 
handed him his cable and money 
and thanked him for doing my job 
affixing the stamps. "Your are 
welcome.” he gestured, "now let 
me go and get my ID.” 

“By the way give me your tel- 
ephone number, he said, ‘“so that 
we can stay in touch.” I did not 
have a business card so 1 jotted 
down my office telephone number 
in a piece of paper which I found in 
my pocket and gave him. After 
another handshake, he was on his 
' way. 

I relumed my attention to the 
envelopes and thought I should 
reassess my opinion of my friend. 

But a close scrutiny of the env- 
elopes made me change my mind 
last, and curse his whole gen- 
eration. including the uncle in dea- 
thbed: Some ol the envelopes had 
stamps worth 2tn» fils, some had 
J 5<i fils and the others had the rest 

1 felt like tearing my hair. and-to 
engage my hands otherwise pulled 
. out my packet of cigarettes from 
the pocket. And then it dawned on 
me that the "piece oJ paper" I 
eave my friend wtih my telephone 
number was the computer ticket 
of the parking lot. 
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TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Alcilah Hospital 
Try our spcdalkies 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 . 3:30 pan. 

6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Td. 41093 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airanditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahfiyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Td. 38968 


CHINA 

RESTAURAN 


I 


The first and best Chinese 
. restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take ‘ - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1 JO - 3:30 - and 6 JO 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



SHAKHSHIR 
Rant A Car 

Mercedes & Datsun 

Middle East Hotel 

Td: 668958 

'637159 667160 ext. 124 
P.O. Box 9122 
Amman. Jordan 
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AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba - 


Join the Inn Crowd at 


Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday Inn Hotel 




Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


The MasterCard 
Credit Card. 

Now ^ 

in Jordan r' 


Welcome at the 
best hotels. ^ 

restaurants, airlines. 
.car rental companies, 
travel agencies and 
select stores in Jordan 
and' the Middle East. 






■ MasterCard* 

Use ft with utmost confidence 



One of the best 
hotels in Amman 
THE 

AMBASSADOR 


IN 

SAB AST I A 
RESTAURANT 
KOREAN 
JAPANESE 
CHINESE 
EUROPEAN 
FOOD 

Tel. 665 161 62 63 1 

E\l. 93 


We Oiler The Ultimate in Service 


We now have our Buffei 

in the Rooftop Restaurant 
every Friday and Sunday 
Enjoy the view of Amman 
vVyC :7V ) in warm surroundings 

and have an excelieni 
/OVTli^- selection of hot and cold 
y continental and oriental . 

RJSbTJJ dishes. 
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Tel. 44642 Neir Khalidi Hospital 
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Dj Extraordinaire 

Chri^Burnett 

Join the Inn Crowd at 


Live music 


Ambassador 
Night 
Club , 


call 6 63100 tor reservations 




Phone 666320 
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.CROWN INTERNATIONAL 
WORLDWIDE 


• shipping A torwardmg (air. land, sea) 

* storage * packing ’ crating * clearing 

- door-to-do or san rica 
CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Shnmsi Jattal Hussain • Firas Circle 
TaL B64QW-fl* 2230S BESMCOJQ. 
-a-*~ Tel 5778 


MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 

Room rates: 

Single JD £- 

Double JD 11.- 

Triple JD 14.- 

FamUy apartment JD 20.- 


Continontal breakfast inc- 
luded 

Special rates for monthly res- 
idents and groups. 

Please can tel: 4339- 4341 - 
Aqaba 
Telex: 62275 
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Cup final dilemma for 1 
Australian tennis captain 

MELBOURNE (R) — Australia’s non-playing Davis 
Cup tennis captain Neale Fraser remains in a dil- 
emma over his choice of singles’ players for the final 
against Sweden starting at Kooyong here on Mon- 
day. 


m. 
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Fraser said the singles berths 
were more open this week than at 
any time in his 1 3 years as captain, 
while Sweden are in the con- 
trastingly settled position of hav- 
ing in-form Mats Wilander and 
Joakira Nystrom as their likely 
singles pair. 

Australia will use Paul McN- 
araee and Mark Edmondson as 
their doubles combination, but 
Fraser's problem is whom to pick 
for the singles from John Fit- 
zgerald. Pat Cash and Edm- 
ondson. 

Fitzgerald was the hero of Aus- 
tralia’s unexpected semifinal vic- 
tory over France in Sydney, but 
has suffered severe lapses of form 
this week. 

Cash has a fiery nature as he 
showed in match practice sessions 
marked by outbursts of temper, 
but he demonstrated fine touch 
and accuracy on Saturday. 

The experienced Edmondson 
continues to underline the power 
of his serve-and-volley game 
which could give him a singles spot 
with Cash. 

Fitzgerald’s ability to rise to the 


big occasion, as shown with his 
magnificent win over French 
Open Champion Yannick Noah in 
the semifinal, is a factor in his 
favour. On the other hand. Fra- 
ser's reliance on current form 
could tell against Fitzgerald. 

Australia seek their third Davis 
Cup final victory under Fraser’s 
captaincy following the 5-0 rout of 
the United States in Cleveland in 
1973. and their triumph over Italy 
in Sydney in 1977. 

Yet Sweden, aiming for their 
second cup win. have seen their 
prospects soar since arriving in 
Australia as the underdogs with 
little grass court form. 

The Swedes have been boosted 
by landing Australia's two major 
grass court tides — Wilander tak- 
ing the Australian Open and Nys- 
trom winning the New South 
Wales Open. 

Swedish captain Hans Olsson 
said he was confident his team 
would win. while Fraser said he 
expected Australia to take the first 
three clashes — and the cup. 

The draw wiU be made at Koo- 
yong Sunday morning. 
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Sydney-Hobart yacht race 
record could be threatened 





SYDNEY i R j — The prospect of 
a strong southerly breeze for the 
sian of the Sydney-Hobart yacht 
race on Monday could see the race 
record, sei by the giant American 
yacht Kiaioa. broken. 

The two biggest yachts in this 
years blue water classic, the Ame-_ 
rican Sloop Nirvana skippered by 
Marvin Green and the Bermudan 
Maxi Sloop Condor helmed by 
insurance broker Bob Bell, will be 
chasing Kialoa’s record of two 
days 14 hours 3ft minutes 56 sec- 
onds set in 1975. 

A weather bureau forecast Sat- 
urday morning predicted a strong 
"southerly blow" • winds gusting 
upwards ot 25 knots at the time oi 
the race's scheduled start - and 
Nirvana's sailing master Mike 
Keywonh said: "If \vc get con- 
ditions that have been lorccast. it 
will definitely suit us. The fresher 
the conditions and the bigger the 
blow the more wc like it.” 

The prospect ol a strong sou- 
therly breeze means the record 
fleet of more than 1 7» yachts may 
take off under a full spinnaker for 
the third time in the past five 
vears. 


At Saturday’s final briefing 
Rear Commodore Gordon Mar- 
shall. chairman of the race com- 
mittee. said that at least 15 vachts 


U.S. wrestling champion Lee Kemp Is expected to be a strong con- 
tender for the gold medal at the 1984 Sommer Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles. 
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No action was taken against the 
offending yachts, but Marshall 
warned that a repeat of any such 
infringements would not be tol- 
erated on Monday. 

"Any yacht or yachts which arc 
over the starting line when the sig- 
nal is given will be noted by the 
starter and the offenders notified 
by radio 3(» minutes after the 
start." he said. "The offending 
yachts wijl then be required to ret- 
urn to ihe starting line oi* face dis- 
qualification.” ‘’ c ” ‘ 

'A hilc the battle tor line hon- 
ours appears to rest between the 
two biggest yachts. Nirvana and 
Condor, the tussle for handicap 
honours is wide open. 

Two of the favourites are the 
new \'esi Australian sloop fre- 
ight Train, skippered by Rob Wil- 
liams. and Pacific Sundance, car- 
rying New- Zealand” s colours. 


FOR RENT 

One second-floor deluxe apartment with hree bedrooms, salon, 
living and dining rooms, two bathrooms, and three verandas (one 
glassed-in) with central heating and telephone. 

Location ; Shmeisani. between the Professional Associations Com- 
plex anti AmbassadOf Hotel (near the centre's pool from the back 
street). 

Please contact tel: 676810 Amman 


By Stephen T. Holland 

LOS ANGELES - U.S. three- 
time world freestyle wrestling 
champion Lee Kemp wants to be 
known as the best in the sport wor- 
ldwide. And he's going to try For it 
at the 19X4 Summer Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles. California. 

Jessica Kemp knows this about 
her son. known it ever since Lee 
was a tot growing up ip Cleveland. 
Ohio. Lee liked a goo vi fight, liked 
it even better when he won. 

In todays amateur wrestling 
world, few ever bother the 
73.35-kilngrammc wrestling spe- 
cimen either. He‘s compiled a lif- 
etime record of 4 1 IJ-2N-7. Kemp's 
wins include a PanAmerican 
Games title, four World Cup tit- 
les. three world crowns and three 
U.S. tides. 

The biggest title - at least the 
one that certifies him as a great 
wrestler in the eyes of the world — 
is still missing from his resume, 
though. That's an Olympic title. 
That's more than keeping Kemp 
interested in the sport. 

.He's disappointed about the 
19NtJ Olympic Games. Had it not 
been For the U.S. boycott of Mos- 
cow games. Kemp might have alr- 
eady won his gold medal, been sat- 
isfied and finished with wrestling. 





No clues on missing 
Jules Rimet trophy 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Police 
said Saturday they are no nearer 
tracing the stolen Jules Rimet Cup 
after questioning several people, 
including Conner. Brazilian foot- 
tball Association headquarters 
staff. 

Despite appeals from leading 
members of the B razilian sporting 
scene no leads to the cup's whe- 


far higher than its material worth. 

Hie association has also offered 
a one million cruzeiro (SI. 050) 
reward for inco rotation leading to 
its safe. 

Brazilian newspapers have car- 
ried reports of Brazil's greatest 
football idol Pele. who played in 
all three of Brazils triumphant 
World Championships, as saying 


reabouts have arisen and police, the robbery was a consequence of 
believe it may already have been the country's social problems. 


melted down for its 1.8-kg gold 
content to be sold. 

The cup -was won outright by 


<4 It is not the fault of the thieves, 
but of the authorities, because the 
people are desperate, without 


Brazil after its three world soccer, money and without food." he was 


■championships. ’■ 

Insurers of the trophy have off- 
ered five million cruzeiros 


quoted as saying. 

Coutinho said shortly after the 
robbery last Monday night he 


(S5.25U) for information leading _* understood the cup was stolen by 


to us recovery. 

The association’s president. 
Giulite Coutinho, has appealed to 
the Brazilian people to help find 
the cup, saying its spiritual value is 


two men who overpowered the 
night porter at the Brazilian ass- 
ociation's headquarters and then 
stole the trophy, along with three 
other cups, from a display cabinet. 


Japanese climber sees 
mystery, corpse on Everest 

KATHMANDU (R) — One of about 8,200 metres. The identity 
three Japanese climbers who con- .of the frozen corpose was not 
quered Mount Everest .earlier this known, although Yamada said he 
month said Saturday he spotted an believed it to be that of a big man. 
unidentified .corpse on the icy He said be could not see the 

upper slopes of the world’s highest as the body was lying face dow- 


peak. 

Norboru Yamada, 33. climbing 
leader of a 1 0 -member Japanese 
mountaineering team, said they 
had not found the body of noted 
Japanese alpinist Yasuo Kato, 
who is presumed to have died 
from exposure after making a solo 
mid-winter ascent of the 8.848 
metre summit a year ago. 

But he said he saw a new body at 


awards. The body was wearing a 
beige jacket, blue trousers and yel- 
low gaiters. 

In the sub-zero temperatures of 
Everest, bodies are preserved for 
years. Several summiters over the 
past four years have spotted the 
body of Mrs. Hannelore Schmatz, 
who persihed at an altitude of 
about 8,500 metres in October 
1979. 


Instead, the United States and 
several other countries, boycotted 
those games, held in Moscow. 
These days Kemp is more tho- 
ughtful of the lost opportunity 
Lhan he was in those days. 

Life became uncertain, alt-, 
hough not as far as wrestling went. 
No doubt about that decision. He 
would wrestle and wait for the 
1 9X4 games in Los Angeles. 

"I'm 26. now." he says. "I've 
only come to realise lately maybe 
there are reasons for things." 

Missing the 19X0 Olympics was 
bad for him. Yet deciding to study 
for an advanced business degree is 
good. "If i had competed in the 
J 9X0 Olympics. 1 wouldn't have , 
been in graduate school." he says. 

And. as Kemp says, those ill- 
laied Olympic Games have “all- 
owed me to lose a few more 
limes." 

“Losing makes me realise how 
much 1 want to win." he explains. 
"I haven't lost that much. People 
always see me winning. But even 
the little I’ve lost is too much for 
me." 

Kemp is still picking his shots 
these days. He doesn't wrestle 
unless it's against the best the 
world has to offer. 

And Kemp says he could win by 
bigger margins but he’s not int- 
erested in "humiliating anyone.’’ 

Dave Schultz, once of Okl- 
ahoma University, appears to be 
Kemp's biggest challenger for the 
U.S. Olympic spot. 


American sprinter named 
‘world champion of champions’ 

PARJS (R) — American sprinter 4xlU0 metres relay to a world rec- 
Carl Lewis has been voted “world ord at the games. 


champion of champions’ ’ for 19X3 American tennis star Martina 

by a panel of international jou- Navratilova was second in the 
malists. the French sports new- pojj, which was organised by the 
spaper TEquipe said Saturday. newspaper, with West German 
Lewis, who won individual gold swimmer Michael Gross third, 
medals in the 100 metres and long - . j 

jump at the world athletics cha- The panel included spoils w 
mpionships in Helsinki in August, tefs .from some of the world* s 1. 
also anchored the American ding newspapers. 


The panel included sports wri- 
ters .from some of the world's lea- 
ding newspapers. 



THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Fllegner 


ACROSS 
1 Vocalist 
5 Green 
gemstones 
10 Bacterium 

14 Instigate 

15 Soft palate 

16 Melody 

17 Rarefy 

20 Successful 
return In 
tennis 

21 Fall short 

22 “Valse — ’’ 

23 Detect 

24 German veto 

25 Damage 

28 Author of 
“Utopia" 

29 Nibbled 
32 Proper and 

collective 


33 Deserve 

34 — bar* 

' gaining 

35 Temporartty 

38 Margin ■ 

39 One of the 
Turners 

40 Noncon- 
formist 

41 Whiskey 

42 — Le Moko 

43 Philippine 
city 

44 Swing 
music 

45 Symbol of 
peace 

46 Recognition 

49 Progenitor 

50 Audit man 

53 Occasion- 

' ally 


Yesterday' s Puzzle Solved: 


A J; A m 

H U M A NM 

a h e n Tien 

B U R M 0 NfE 
Eapfl N PIS 
jPj 0 | 0 |RerrTf 


grrjN |Ie|r ||| 

iTIbIo IBS 


M'l I H I PP 
silieiwioieTr 
tTOBBThTe 

A1TIUIRIE.I0 |F 




U I R TMN 
E D I e|u 


« H A B I T 
AN IMA 
H 113.0 
DATES 


56 Atlantic 
City com- 
petitor 

57 Threefold 

58 Bundle 
of yam 

59 Despot 

60 Painter 
Winslow 

61 Sicilian 
site 

DOWN 

1 Excited 

2 Solitary 

3 Diplomacy 

4 Keatsian 
verse 

5 Upperclass- 
man 

6 Nautical 
command 

7 Nicknames 

8 Annex 

9 White table 
wine 

10 Street 
urchin 

11 Cupid 

12 Public 
tumult 

13 Horsehair 

18 Mischievous 

19 Cleveland’s 
lake 

23 Health, in 
Bordeaux 

24 Bellini 
opera 

25 Suggest 


26 Tempera- 
mental 

27 Cleanse 

28 New England 
state 

29 Pretext 

30 Belief 

31 Before eye 
or scout 

33 Resting 
place for 
troops 

34 Annoyance 

36 The crucial 

hour 

37 Dared 

42 Commisera- 
tion 

43 Amen — 

44 Court 
figure 

45 Actress 
Keaton 

46 Spanish 
painter 

47 Sts. 

48 River in 
Siberia 

49 Frolic in 
the water 

50 Informal 
conversa- 
tion 

51 Neighbor 
of Md. 

52 “My Way” 
composer 

54 Spanish 
gold 

55 Article 
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Pakistan to decide team on Monday 


MELBOURNE iRi - Pakistan 
will not decide until the morning 
ol the match whether to include 
Imran Khan, their capiain and star 
all-rounder, in the team to play 
Australia in the fourth cricket test 
starting here on Monday. 

"There’s no pressing need to 
announce the team now.” Imran 
said Saturday. •‘•'■Ve have one 
more practice session to gp before 
the test and we'll wait and sec 
what happens." 

Despite Imran's hesitation io 
confirm his position, team man- 
ager Intikhab Alam has said it is 
almost certain he will be play but 
will not bowl. 

"He flmran ; has been told by 
our doctor that he can do a bit of 
jogging and batting but no bow- 
ling.” he said. 

Imran, who has been sidelined 


MALIGAYANG PASKO AT MANIGONG 
BAGONG TAON SA INYONG LAHAT 
MGA P1LIPINONG AKING KAIBIGAN. 
PUMUNTA KAYO SA AKING SILVER AT 
JVC SHOWROOM SA DOWNTOWN 
KATABI NG SIMBAHANG KATOLICO 
NAGBIBIGAY NG HULUGAN SA 
MURANG HALAGA. TULOY PO KAYO 
SA MOHAMMAD M. 


TO LET 


A furnished room with centra! heating, hot-water, etc — 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Mai Ziyadeh Street. 

Tel: no. 41379 


lor lour months by a fracture in his 
left shinbone, was impressive at 
net practice Saturday. 

**I will be happy if 1 can make 
the side as a batsman.” he said. 

Pakistan, down I -0 in the series, 
have been hoping that Imran’s 
rdurn will boost their morale. 

Australia will go into the fourth 
test without fiery South Aus- 
tralian paeeman Rodney Hogg 
who has declared himself unfit and 
has been replaced in the (2 by 
Queensland speedster John Mag- 
uire. 

Maguire has impressed the sel- 
ectors recently with some fine fast 
bowling performances. He took 
HI wickets in a Sheffield shield 
against Western Australia lat 
weekend, taking his total to l}i > 
first class wickets. 

The Australian pace attack that 
caused Pakistan continual pro- 
blems in the first two tests will now 
be without both Hogg and Carl 
Rackemann. but Imran said this 
would not make much difference 
to the side. 

"Hogg was in the team that 
drew with us in the third test in 
Adelaide and we still managed to 


' make more lhan 6 fill runs,” he 
said. 

"li the Melbourne wicket plays 
Imv and slow then it is most Likely 
to suit the spinners and the bat- 
smen, Y ou can be sure that we will 
give tr good performance in this 
match." 

But veteran Dennis Lillee could 
relish the prospect of bowling aL 
the Melbourne cricket ground, 
where the ball often swings in 
humid air. 

It predictions that the wicket 
will take spin late in the match 
prove true. New South Wales spin 
duo Greg Matthews and Murray 
Bennett could offer Australia 
extra hope. 

Matthews, a 24 -year-old off 
spinner and Bennett. 27, a left- 
arm Orthodox spinner, have both 
been included in the Australian 
1 2. due to arrive here late Sunday. 

The Australian squad is: Kim- 
Hughes leapt). Rod Marsh, Allan 
Border. Murray Bennett. Greg 
Chappell. John Maguire. Geoff 
Lawson. Dennis Lillee. Greg Mat- 
thews. Wayne Phillips. Kepler 
Wesscts and Graham Yallop. 


Are yo u tired of living | 
far from the city? Fma * * 

Are you tired of the | |m 

city noises? 



Sib Circle Phannacy . 







Do you want to live in 
the city yet have the 
calm atmosphereof j ^9 
the suburbs? • h®* 


r ^Flanly Supermarket 

mir 

Friend. Supnmiitfl 



JUMA & SONS CO. SAQF AL-SAIL 
KHOTAT MARKET ST. 

T MALAPIT SA TALATA BIYERA 
SECOND HANDS 



lw*l Street ‘ 


Search no further, for this is the perfect place. It is in 
"the heart of the city yet has the tranquility of the 
suburbs. 

Furnished newly with modem furniture,, has three 
bedrooms, one living room, one sitting room, dining 
room, modern bathroom, W.C. 

For your convenience n eieo has an operative ind- 
ependent phone and central! heating. 

Conveniently located near 5th Circle Umm Uthainah 
-quarters, Babil Street, near Friends Supermarket. 

Reasonably priced. Must see to believe. First come first 
served basis. 

Don’t wait until tomorrow, or it will be gone. Call us 
now or come ter tee it. 

Tel: si 2843, or follow the map. 


Istanbuli Restaurant 


Unbeatable service and prices,, real warmth 
and genuine hospitality 

THE NEW LEBANESE 
MANAGEMENT 

invites you to tty the best choice of your Leb- 
anese griliades and mezza and your choice 
of continental cuisines. 

At. your service for your private parties and 
home delivery. 

For reservation: phone 38212 
Jabal Amman near the Spanish embassy 


MFA to hold 
inquiry into 
12 r l defeat 

VALLETTA (R) — The Maltese 
Football Association (MPA) is to 
bold an inquiry into the 1 2-1 def- 
eat the national side suffered by 
Spain in a European soccer cha- 
mpionship qualifying match on 
Wednesday. 

Malta's thrashing in the final 
group seven fixture in Seville 
meant that Spain qualified for the 
finals in France next year at the 
expense of the Netherlands, who 
earlier in the week beat Malta 5-0 
in Amsterdam. 

Spain went into the match kno- 
wing they had to win by U clear 
goals to deny the Dutch a trip to 
France. 

The executive council of the 
MFA said Friday night it was app- 
ointing a board of inquiry to inv- 
estigate the reasons behind the 
mauling by Spain. 

It will consist of independent 
members within the MFA, mem- 
bers from both government and 
opposition in the Maltese par- 
liament and a representative of 
the Maltese Sports writers’ Ass- 
ociation. It will be headed by an 
independent chairman who will be 
a lawyer. 


Jordan 

Times 

Tel: 666320 


r - SHRIMPS "1 

FROM JD.5/KG. I 

SAFEWAY SUPERMARKET Tel. 22487 • 

Atlantic Shrimp frozen on board & Fresh Frozen PrawnJ 
> Jabal Al-Weibdeh m 

opposite Shoreia'Mosque.Peace Bldg. 


m SHRIMPS ~ 



Yawn® 1 r 

J WcSfou™*™ 

‘ Hjwoat ClrcJs, ju mI Lwwrthdfth 













JORDAN TIMES. SUNDAY-MONDAY DECEMBER 25-26, 1983 


'Pte£5 *3 



Trud criticises quality 
of Soviet plants’ output 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet factories are producing millions of roubles 
worth of rubbish each year, the trade union newspaper Trud said 
Saturday. 

It complained that in 1 983 alone the consumer and electric goods 
industries m a n u f actured more than 70 million roubles ($90 million) 
worth of products which had to be scrapped. 

In some factories the situation was so bad that the output of 
defective items exceeded that of saleable wares. 

Inferior production also affected other branches of the economy, 
too. Trud said. 

It cited the case of one mineral water plant which had been filling 
bottles with tapwater. 

Slate inspectors were now imposing fines totalling 30 million rou- 
bles ($39 million} a year on the offenders but these had little effect as 
factories had no trouble finding the money, it added. 

The newspaper said the basic problem was that industrial per- 
formance was still measured in quantity instead of quality and that it 
was time the criteria were changed. 

It also suggested that the salaries paid to industrial managers 
should be directly linked to the quality of the goods their factories 
produced. 

European Commission wants 
to stop national trade controls 

-BRUSSELS iR) — The European community Commission wants 
member states to give up their right to take national measures to 
block imports from third countries. 

The commission said in a statement Friday that current regulations 
permitting such action were an anomaly which should be dropped to 
eliminate the last major barrier lo comm unity- wide import reg- 
ulation. 

Current rules allow member states to act unilaterally against imp- 
orts damaging their national market, and to seek commission app- 
roval afterwards, with the possibility of an appeal to the Council of 
Ministers, which represens all It) governments. 

Commission sources said a case earlier this year in which Italy 
restricted imports of steel tubes and continued the measures for 
months in defiance of the commission illustrated the need for reform 
in order to harmonise community-wide trade policy. 

The commission said it would ask the council of ministers to 
change the regulations to give responsibility over import controls' 
exclusively lo community agencies. 

Meanwhile. Washington has once again become a hive of pro- 
tectionist lobbying on behalf of the U.S. carbon steel industry. The 
lobbying this time is focused on steel imports (torn Third World 
countries and there are fears that the carefully-crafted export lic- 
ensing agreement reached last year with the European Community 
(E.C-I could be overturned iri the struggle against these competing 
exporters. 


Tension could keep dollar 
high in 1984 , experts say 


NEW YORK (R) — The laws of 
economics suggest the dollar sho- 
uld fall from its recent record 
highs in 1984, but many eco- 
nomists and dealers around the 
world say the value of the U.S. 
currency could remain very high in 
the coming year. 

Predictions of a fall in the dol- 
lar’s value were confidently made 
at this time a year ago. They pro- 
ved wildly wrong and the dollar 
advanced 1 7 per cent against the 
West German mark. 26 per cent 
against the French franc, and IS 
per cent against sterling, with only 
the Japanese yen holding most of 
its ground. 

The experts said the doHar rose 
to record levels because of ext- 
raordinary large capital flows into 
the United States. 

A poll by Reuter cor- 
respondents in world financial 
centres shows that expectations of 
international ’ tension, which has 
fuelled the capital flow’s, could 
continue to give strong support to 
the dollar and could even override 
the economic fundamentals that 
suggest it should fall. 

In the United States itself, some 
economists say the dollar could 
fell sharply if U.S. inflation see- 
med to be quickening, if political 
tensions lessened or if the Dem- 
ocrats offered a serious challenge 
to the Republican presidential 
candidate, presumably President 
Reagan, in November’s election. 

A typical view came irom mi. 
Mathis Cabiallavetta. head of the 
foreign exchange department at 
the Union Bank of Switzerland, 
who wrote in the Swiss newspaper 
Finanz und wirtschaft that a ren- 
aissance of economic fun- 
damentals «— the facts and figures 
of national economic performance 
— could depress the dollar. 


He attributed the greatest rec- 
overy potential to the Japanese 
yen and West German mark, fol- 
lowed by the Swiss franc. 

In 1983 the dollar rose ine- 
xorably despite spiralling U.S. 
payments deficits. 

Citicorp economists see the 
merchandise trade deficit wid- 
ening in 1 984 to $75 billion from 
$63 billion in 1 983 and the current 
account gap. which includes ser- 
vices as well as goods, to $47 bil- 
lion from $39 billion. 

Conversely. Frankfurt eco- 
nomists say the mark is weak des- 
pite positive fundamentals inc- 
luding a growing economy, steady 
inflation and a healthy current 
account surplus. 

This is partly because of the 
flick bribeiy affair, which thr- 
eatens to topple Economics Min- 
ister Otto Lambsdorff. the bailout 
of private bank Schroeder. Mue- 
nchmeyer. Hengst und Co. and 
the bankruptcy of the construction 
equipment makers IBH Holding 
and Wibau. 

Another factor weakening the 
mark has been the arrival of 
NATO missiles in West Germany. 

Mr. Tom Miller of Hudson Res- 
earch Europe in Paris said the 
poor U.S. current account outlook 
and slowing capital flows into the 
United Slates should allow a w ea- 
ker dollar and a firmer mark in 
1984. But he forecast that higher 
inflation in France than in West 
Germany would force a further 
devaluation of the French franc 
against the mark. 

Chief economists and dealers at 
Switzerland’s three largest banks 
forecast a lower dollar because of 
the U.S. current account gap. hig- 
her U.S. inflation, a slight fall in 
nominal U.S. interest rates and a 
somewhat larger decline in real 


U.S. interest rates, which take inf- 
lation into account. 

Bui the slide will be limited by 
the dollar's safe haven role, they 
added. 

Mr. David Kern, chief eco- 
nomist at London's National Wes- 
tminster Bank, forecast a dec- 
lining but resilient dollar. 

"The dollar has assumed all the 
characteristics of a hedge cur- 
rency.” he said. "Instabilities ihai 
used to favour gold now favour the 
dollar.” 

Japanese dealers and eco- 
nomists said the yen was set to 
firm, despite temporary political 
uncertainties in Tokyo, but this 
would be limited by continuing 
high U.S. interest rates. 

"The yen is expected to app- 
reciate against the dollar only gra- 
dually.” said Mr. Kohsaku Furata. 
chief economist at Dai-lchi Kan- 
gyo Bank. 

Mr. Yasuo Ishi-1. Dai-Jchi's 
chief dealer, added: "President 
Reagan is unlikely to take the risk 
of a resurgence of inflation by 
reducing interest rates in the year 
of the presidential elections.” 

The outflow of capital from 
Japan into U.S. securities w ill con- 
tinue if U.S. interest rates remain 
high and political tension in the 
Middle East casts doubts on 
Japan's oil supply lines. Japanese 
bankers said. 

U.S. economists mostly agree 
with the consensus of a gradual 
dollar fall, though the com- 
bination of the huge federal bud- 
get deficit and tight monetary pol- 
icy is expected to keep interest 
rates under upward pressure. 

Mr. Bryan Walsh, senior vice 
president at Irving Trust saw the 
dollar weakening but staying bas- 
ically strong. 


U.S. underground economy 
estimated at 7.5% of GNP 


WASHINGTON (R) — A new U.S. congressional 
study estimates the so-called underground economy 
that eludes federal government taxation at about 
5222 billion, 7.5 per cent of the Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP). 


This figure is less than previous 
estimates, but still implies a large 
loss of federal tax revenue due to 
unreponed economic activity. 
Senator Roger Jepson said. 

Senator Jepsen. an Iowa Rep- 
ublican . is chairman of the joint 
economic committee, which 
commissioned the study by Dr. 
David O’Neill, chief of the U.S. 
Census Bureau's socioeconomic 
studies branch. 

Dr. O’ Neill’s research was 
based directly on the current U.S. 
population survey and could be 
considered the most reliable study 
yet done of the underground eco- 
nomy. Senator Jepsen said. 

The term underground eco- 
nomy includes anyone engaged in 
economic activity that is not rep- 
orted to the internal revenue ser- 
vice for taxation. 

Previous estimates have placed 
the underground economy at bet- 
ween 5 and 2i» per cent of GNP. 
but Dr. O’Neil] said the new ana- 
lysis suggested it might not be nea- 
rly as large as indicated by some 
researchers and the media. 

He concluded: "It is unlikely 
that the previous indirect est- 
imates that put the unmeasured 
underground economy at near 2u 
per cent of official’ GNP are 
valid." 

Dr. O'Neill added that full-time 
workers in the underground eco- 
nomy. especially those in illegal 
businesses, earned between 
$5U.U0U and $100.1MMI a year. 

Mr. Jepsen. in his foreword to 
the report, said previous estimates 
of the underground economy had 
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China will lose if confidence in Hong Kong collapses 


PEKING (R; — Changes in the 
key economic relationship bet- 
ween Hong Kong and China could 
present a major problerrTEo policy 
makers in Peking and London 
now bargaining over the British 
colony’s future. 

Trade and other economic links 
between the two are so strong that 
Peking depends on the continuing 
prosperity of Hong Kong, whose 
economy has come under severe 
pressure since China announced it 
would lake the territory 1 back from 
Britain in 1997. 

Hong Kong, in turn, has come 
in rely on Peking, which has inv- 
ested large sums in the colony and 
uses iL as its middleman in dealings 


with the outside world. 

Since China reforged its links 
with the ou tside w orld iir J 977. 
trade boom between the" colohy ? 
and the Peoples’ Republic has" 
benefited both equally, political 
and business sources in Hong 
Kong and Peking told Reuters. 

Hong Kong has bolstered its 
growth with cheap Chinese food 
and raw material imports while 
China has raked in foreign exc- 
hange from these and burgeoning 
re-exports via the colony. 

However, trade has levelled out 
in the past two years and a new 
relationship is evolving under 
which both sides could pay heavily 
if confidence is lost in China's abi- 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





'Erica's cousin's doctor's girlfriend's nephew is 
getting serious about Luke's coach's 
mother's chiropractor!" 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, f 
one letter to each square, to form I 
four ordinary words. 


NONAY 


mmwm 

mm 


LEDIY 


wmmm 



ZACMEE 


L 

_ 

_ 


CL 



TRA 

MPE 




m 

m 


THE POCTOR PRAC- 
TICE!? ACUPUNCTURE 
ON THE SI£?EIN OK- 
I TO PICK UP THIS. 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


cm min 


Yesterdays 


Jumbles: CHAIR FOUNT PENCIL BALLET 
Answer That classical musician hit ro ck b ottom 

when he played this — bach rotten 


lity to sustain ihe colony’s pro- 
sperity. 

Mushrooming financial and 
invfst'rn e nfic t ivify, m Kong Korig 
by nfaihland 'institutions and the 
narrowing of China's annual trade 
surplus with Hong Kong indicate 
the changes taking place. 

The sources said Peking had 
made a conscious decision to get 
involved in the Hong Kong eco- 
nomy ahead of a political tak- 
eover. 

But they added that some Chi- 
nese institutions had become inc- 
reasingly aware that Hong Kong’s 
sophisticated economy could be 
effectively used rather than just 
milked. 

It was Hong Kong's change 
.from being a mainly man- 
ufacturing centre to the world’s 
third most important financial 
centre and a rich source of inv- 
estment and equity funds that had 
altered its economic relationship 
with China, the sources said. 

Yet. they said China's political 


stance had harmed its hopes for an 
increased economic role in Hong 
Kong. 

Peking's public rebukes to Bi>. 
tain since secret talks began last 
year have seriously affected its 
own investments and foreign exc- 
hange holdings in the colony as 
confidence slumped and markets 
plummeted, the sources said. 

The extent of the new direct 
Chinese presence in Hong Kong is 
difficult to access accurately due 
to the complex nature of Chinese 
interests scattered around its 
banks and companies. 

Statistics show Hong Kong’s 
banks and deposit-taking ins- 
titutions had a net liability to 
China of 7 billion Hong Kong dol- 
lars ($9110 million' at the end of 
June. 

This is a complete turnaround 
from net claims on China two 
years ago and reflects Peking's 
increased foreign exchange hol- 
dings in Hong Kong and rising 


investment by Chinese companies 
through mainland banks in the 
colony, banking sources said. 

Rough estimates from known 
deals put Chinese property int- 
erests in Hong Kong at over 3.^ 
billion dollars |$5«M1 million’. 

On the other side. Hong Kong 
Chinese have invested at "least 2 
billion Hong Kong dollars f$256 
million in mainland ventures over 
the last few years, the sources said. 

Some competitive mainland 
firms are making tentative steps to 
use as a source of venture capital 
Hong Kong's volatile stock mar- 
ket. which grew from its solid 
manufacturing base and an abs- 
ence of regulatory mechanisms. 

The colony’s foreign exchange 
markets grew with the arrival of 
international banks and a lifting of 
exchange controls and it is arg- 
uable whether Hong Kong can 
continue much as it is without the 
services these markets provide. 

The exchange markets were 
certainly the first to react to any 


adverse news from Peking over 
the colony's future, the sources 
said. 

The dangers. were seen last Oct- 
ober when. largely due to political 
uncertainty sparked by Peking, 
the government was foreed to rel- 
ink the colony's dollar with the 
U.S. currency to prevent further 
drastic falls in its value, they said. 

The nervousness of the markets 
during each official round of talks 
with Peking is an obvious bar- 
ometer of confidence, even tho- 
ugh it does not always reflect the 
true state of the economy, now 
recovering from the effects of rec- 
ession. the sources said. 

Neither does it reflect the true 
state of the talks, which continue 
informally between each round. 

As the changing links between 
Peking and Hong Kong become 
more pronounced, the mutual 
benefits from a political set- 
tlement will grow, the sources bel- 
ieve. 


Peanuts 


HERE'S THE LINE I HAVE 
TO WIN THE CHRISTMAS 
PLAY... SEE IF I CAN d 
GET IT RIGHT... 




I'VE ALWAYS WONPEREP 
HOU) ACT0R5 REMEMBER 
ALL TH05E LINES... 

ic 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



K I DON T CARE IF IT IS 
OLD FASHIONED/ WHEN 
IT'S COLD I DRESS 
.FOR COMFORT/ 




Andy Capp 






relied on "data and met- 
hodologies whose accuracy are 
highly suspect." 

Meanwhile, when Congress 
reconvenes on Jan. 23. it will con- 
front a familiar task of dealing 
with an explosives U.S. budget 
deficit that all sides agree is a fiscal 
timebomb waiting to be defused. 

Republicans and Democrats, in 
the White House and Congress, 
agree something must be done 
before too long to narrow the dif- 
ference between what the gov- 
ernment spends. 

The question is how and when. 

A growing consensus is eme- 
rging that Congress will make lit- 
tle headway to cut the deficit in 
1984. an election year when law- 


makers are traditionally wary of 
making tough decisions for fear of 
losing voter support. 

"There is real danger of pol- 
itical stalemate in the coming year 
over the budget deficit.” says Sen- 
ator Roben Dole, chairman of the 
Senaie finance committee. 

But conservatives and liberals 
say the United States cannot live 
forever with the prospect of Sifii 1 
billion deficits stretching into the 
future, as U.S. budget director Mr. 
David Stockman said, "as far a, 
vhe eye can see.” 

Such deficits are financed by 
borrowing and are widely blamed 
for keeping U.S. interest rates 
high and contributing to the dol- 
lar's recent surge on world foreign 
exchange markets. 

Senator Dole's Republican- 
controlled committee has been 
holding hearings to focus domestic 
attention on the deficiis. despite a 
boycott of the sessions by the 
white House. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1983 
MERRY CHR1STMAS1 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today is especially fine for 
being of service to those less fortunuate than yourself. May 
today bring you a wonderful response to the message of 
the Prince of Peace. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be very courteous and kind 
with dose ties today. The evening should be spent put- 
ting the house in order. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A good day for enjoying 
others and pleasing them more. Do some special favor 
for your mate. Make this a family day. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Stay at home where your 
greatest happiness can be expressed. You are able to 
understand how to make your home more harmonious. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Deliver gifts to 
those of whom you are fond and who depend on you to 
bring them happiness. Take that chip off your shoulder. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Count your blessings on this 
day and be thankful for them. Plan for the days ahaad. 
See to it that everything is in order. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You are glowing with hap- 
piness today and can be most affectionate with others. 
See as many friends as you can. Be kind-hearted. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Do some meditating on what 
can bring more happiness at home. Be particularly nice 
to your mate and family. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Take time to see good 
friends today as well as family. Make some new friends. 
You will gain a long desired wish. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) During spare time 
gad about and see persons who can help you. Make plans 
for the future. Be good to family. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) The ideal day to ex- 
press your true beliefs and be happy. Enjoy a sumptuous 
family dinner. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Ideal day to spend- in 
the company of the one you love and show true devotion. 
Do whatever will make this person much happier. Be wise. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be more thoughtful of 
friends who like you and include them in your family plans 
for the day. Drive with utmost care. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will be 
someone who understands the problems of others 2 nd 
wants to help them so slant education along lines of social 
service work. This is someone who will be precise and 

dever and will expect this of others around him. 

• # • 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 19S3 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning is good for 
straightening out whatever requires you get matters in 
good condition after yesterday’s celebration. Later, get 
together with a talented associate. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contacting an individual who 
has a fascinating philosophy can be helpful in advancing 
your ideas. Avoid a jealous colleague. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Go to an expert who can 
cue you in on the best way to become more proficient at 
your career work, improve health and appearance. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) State what you desire your 
mate to do and get the right response. Make plans for this 
evening early in the day. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Important you 
agree with kin on matters that will bring more hannony 
at home. Handle business affairs wisely. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Get together with allies and 
come to a new agreement where kindred skills are con- 
cerned and get ahead faster. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get into financial affairs 
you put off because of the holiday and let the family assist 
you with them. Be active and happy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You may feel tired in the 
morning, but after lunch energy increases. Make up for 
lost time and accomplish much. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Avoid a gossipy friend 
in the morning. Then quietly get together with an expert 
to talk over financial affairs. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Listen to what others 
have to suggest in order to gain your cherished wishes. 
Take a trip with a good friend. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Steer cleaer of that 
person who wants you to go out for a good time when you 
have important work to accomplish. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you don’t argue over 
a business matter in the morning, you can later achieve 
what you set out to do today. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't have that talk with 
a partner in the morning or an argument will result. Get 
advice of experts to clear up an enigma. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will be 
an absolute fuss-budget and will always be dissatisfied 
with clothing, food, environment, etc. Teach not to criticize 
and to be grateful. Your progeny will later become more 
cooperative and very ambitious. Stress education. 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 
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British monarch says modern 
technology should aid the poor 


LONDON (R) — Queen Elizabeth said Saturday 
modern technology should be harnessed to bridge 
the gap between rich and poor countries, describing 
that gap as the greatest problem facing the world. 


“We shall not begin zo close this 
gap until we hear less about nat- 
ionalism and more about inter- 
dependence" she added in her 
traditional Christmas message to 
Britain and the Commonwealth. 

The 57-year-old monarch, sper- 
aking with a model of the U.S. 
space shuttle on her Buckingham 
Palace desk, said the world tec- 
hnological and communications 
revolution had touched the lives of 
most people in the world. 

“In spite of all the progress that 
has been made the greatest pro- 
blem in the world remains the gap 
between rich and poor countries." 
she added. 

“What we want to see is still 
more modem technology being 
used by poorer countries to pro- 
vide employment and to produce 
primary products and com- 
ponents. which will in turn be 
bought by the richer countries ar 
competitive prices." she said. 

The queen, who marked the 
3mh anniversary of her cor- 
onation in June, praised the spirit 


of cooperation in the 48-member 
Commonwealth and said one its 
main aims was to contribute tow- 
ards redressing the economic bal- 
ance between nations.. 

Paying tribute to development 
in India, the host of last month's 
Commonwealth leaders' summit, 
she added that advances such as 
the space shuttle had changed 
most people's lives. 

“Leaders and specialists can 
meet and discuss political and tec- 
hnical problems: News travels fas- 
ter and there is more of it: new 
opportunities for world trade have 
been opened up by this com- 
munication revolution.” she said. 

But she added that in spite of 
these advances the age-old pro- 
blems of human communication 
remained. 

“ We have the means of sending 
and receiving messages, we can 
travel to meetings in distant pans 
of the world, we can exchange 
expens: But we still have difficulty 
in finding the right message to 
send." she said. “ We can still ign- 



Queen Elizabeth II 

ore the messages we don't like to 
hear and we can still talk in riddles 
and listen without trying to com- 
prehend." 

“ 1 hope that Christmas will rem- 
ind us that it is not how we com- 
municate but what we com- 
municate with each other that rea- 
lly matters.” she added. 

The queen's message last year 
sparked controversy in Britain 
even before it was broadcast bec- 
ause it paid tribute to British for- 
ces which recaptured the Falkland 
Islands from Argentina. 

The communist Morning Star 


newspaper broke an embargo on 
the pre-recorded message, calling 
that section of it jingoistic. 

This year, she concentrated on 
the ease of modem travel and 
communication, saying modern 
technology had touched most asp- | 
ects of life throughout the world. 

“We saw this in dramatic form 
in India." she said, recalling that 
22 years ago she had seen some of 
the problems India faced. 

“Since then, the population has 
grown from 44U million to overj 
700 million, yet India has man 
aged to become one of the 10 or so 
leading industrial nations in the 
world and has become self- 
sufficient in food.” she said. 

The queen said she had been 
Heartened by real progress thr- 
ough Commonwealth coo 
pe ration. "There is a flow of exp- 
ens in all directions, with Can 
adians helping in the Caribbean 
Indians in Africa. New Zealanders 
in India. Australians in Papua 
New Guinea. British in Kenya 
The list is endless." 

She urged the member’s of the 
Commonwealth to make the most 
of the world-wide comradeship 
offered and communicate as fri 
ends in tolerance and und 
erstanding. 


Canadian 
woman gets 
top post 

OlTAWAtR -- Jeanne Sauve. 
appointed as Canada’s first 
woman gnsernor-general. says 
she believes merit and not gender 
was the prime issue in choosing 
who should replace Governor- 
General Ed Schrever. 

vis. Sauve. 61. French- 
Canadran liberal, is used to bre- 
aking down barriers. She became 
the first woman speaker of the 
Canadian House of Commons in 
1 vj.sn. 

Ms. Sauve said her app- 
ointment. announced in London 
by Buckingham Palace, was “a 
magnificent breakthrough for 
women" but said the question of 
gender was not an issue. 

“I'm sure there were other 
names brought up. but 1 don't 
think that there was any con- 
sideration as to ‘should we appoint 
a woman or not.’ I'm sure the only 
consideration was who was fit for 
the job "she said. “It’s a terrific 
opportunity to s ere the country 
and T m really quite delighted to 
have been asked to do it.” 

“ It's another step along the way 
of women being represented in 
every facet of government." said 
Sally Bames. president of Ont- 
ario's status of women council. 

Conservative leader Brian Mul- 
roney called Ms. Sauve “aworaan 
of great talent, accomplishment 
and warmth. 1 am pleased she will 
continue to serve Canada and 
Canadians in such high office." 

New Democratic Party leader 
Ed Broadbeni said Ms. Sauve 
would bring many exceptional 
qualities to her post as rep- 
resentative of the monarch in 
Canada. 


U.S. urged to 
pull out of 
UNESCO 

NEW YORK i Ri - The U.S. 
State Department has suggested 
that the United States should thr- 
eaten to withdraw from the Uni- 
ted Nations Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
< UNESCO: in a bid to moderate 
what it sees as its anti-Western 
bias, the New York Times rep- 
orted Saturday.- 

The newspaper said the rec- 
ommandation was sent to Pre- 
sident Reagan with a Dec. 31 dea- 
dline to file nolice of withdrawal. 

The Slate Department would 
not comment on the report- 
The Times said U.S. officials 
had complained about UNE- 
SCO's anti-Western positions. 


Sri Lankan 
emergency 
extended 

COLOMBO (Rj — Sri Lanka’s 
state of emergency has been ext- 
ended until Jan. 17 to combat gue- 
rrilla attacks and prevent a rec- 
urrence of ethnic violence in 
which nearly 40U people were kil 
led five months ago. 

Parliament Friday night voted 
I2v-i» for the extension after 
Prime Minister Ranasinghe Pre- 
m a das a said guerrilla violence was 
continuing in the northern and 
eastern provinces. 

Earlier Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Vincent Perera read out 
a list of robberies of banks and 
post offices and thefts of cash and 
jewellery by armed guerrillas dur- 
ing the past month. 
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CHOOSE YOUR LOSER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*4 

S? Void 
0 KJ975 
4J 10 87654 
WEST EAST 
4 A 105 *32 

<7109542 <78763 

0843 0 A Q 106 

+ A K * Q 93 

SOUTH 
4KQJ9876 
<7 AK Q J 
02 
*2 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 
2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 
4 * Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ace of 4*. 


You do not have to go 
along with the nefarious 
schemes that the defenders 
have planned for you. You 
are entitled to take 
coun te r meas ures! 

While South was a trifle 
weak for a demand bid in 
terms of point count, there 
was no gainsaying the play- 
ing strength of his holding. 
Note that North does not 
have a positive response, 
despite his distributional 


features, and that he can't 
bid over four spades without 
getting his side too high. 

West led the ace of clubs 
and continued with the king. 
Declarer ruffed and led the 
king of spades. West won and . 
shifted to a low diamond. 
East won and led the queen 
of clubs, and that was that. If 
declarer ruffed low, West 
would overruff. If he 
trumped high. West’s ten 
would be promoted to the 
setting trick. 

Declarer should have been 
aware of the possible trump 
promotion — that was the 
principal threat to his con- 
tract. And there was a way 
to prevent it — a loser-on- 
laser play. 

After ruffing the second 
club, declarer should have 
entered dummy by ruffing a 
heart. Now declarer leads a 
club from the board and 
discards his diamond loser. 
The defenders can do what 
they will — they have their 
three tricks and can get no 
more. Declarer wins any 
return and forces out the ace 
of trumps. He gets back to 
his hand with a heart or a 
ruff, draws the outstanding 
trumps and claims his con- 
tract. 


Indonesia blames gangs 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia's 
chief of police. Gen. Anton Soe- 
djarwo. today blamed mysterious 
killings on gang warfare and den- 
ied the government was con- 
ducting an unofficial war on cri- 
minals. 

None of the murders who had 
carried out the killings had yet 
been caught, but police were hun- 
ting the gangs, he said. 

Allegations that extra-legal kil- 
lings were being carried out by the 


armed forces were untrue. Gen 
Anton said in an interview with 
Reuters and two other journalists. 

He described reports that the 
deaths totalled up to 4.(iuo as exa- 
ggerated. 

He said there had been a tough 
crackdown on a new breed of 
western-inspired criminal since he 
became police chief in January, 
resulting in a sharp fall in the nat- 
ional crime rate. 


Origins of Christmas 
lie in pagan rituals 


By Peter Gumbel 

Reuter 

COPENHAGEN - The Vikings 
may not have heard of carols or 
tinsel, but at Christmas many of 
their heathen rituals arc still cel- 
ebrated throughout the Christian 
"’orld. 

Folklore experts and medieval 
scholars say Santa Claus. Chr- 
istmas presents and special bis- 
cuits are just some of the tra- 
ditions that may have been ada- 
pted from dark-age rites of the 
Nordic warriors. 

In Scandinavia, more than 
1 .tidti years after Christianity was 
first introduced, ancient pagan 
belie! goes hand-in-hand with the 
celebration of the birth of Christ. 

"in lact. it was the Nordic peo- 
ple who invented Christmas.” says 
loem Pine ol Denmark's National 
Folklore vl use urn. 

The prominence ot Christmas is 
fairly recent as it was long ove- 
rshadowed in the Christian Cal- 
endar by the commemoration of 
Christ's "deaLh and resurrection ai 
Easier, theologians say. 

The date of Dec. 25 was chosen 
in the fourth century by the fathers 
of the early church to coincide 
with the annual Roman festival of 
the 'A' inter Solstice. 

But folklore experts say that 
before the Roman festival, which 
celebrated “sol invictus" ( unc- 
onquered sun : — the start of lon- 
ger days and shorter nights -• the 
people of Scandinavia offered 
gifts to their deities amid huge rej- 
oicing. 

Traces of the Nordic festival, 
which appears to be a pagan fer- 
tility rite, are mosi easily found in 
Scandinavian languages, scholars 
say. 

The modern word for Christmas 
in Danish. Norwegian and Swe- 
dish is “JuF". almost identical to 
the name of the pagan festival 
"Jol". This has been passed into 
English as "yule" and is pro- 
nounced in roughly the same way. 

Live animals were sacrificed 
and offered up to the Norse Gods 
Odin and Freya to win their favour 
and secure good crops - a pos- 
sible forerunner of Christmas pre- 
sents. 

Alcohol, too. appears to have 
been an essential part of the early 
festival lor the beer and mead- 
swilling northerners. 

Norse sagas invariably connect 
"Jol” to drink, pre-empting the 
alcohol-induced high spirits of the 
modem Christmas that would 
have been frowned upon by Pur- 
itan Christian ancestors. * . 


The origin of Christmas biscuits 
ith special shapes may also lie in 
i old Scandinavian custom in 


which images of gods, animals and 
humans were made in dough and 
baked. 

Pine, who has researched into 
Christmas for almost 30 years, 
says this tradition is known only 
because of a decree of the early 
Norwegian church in the 1 1 Oils 
which sought to outlaw the pra- 
ctice. 

Many to today's Christmas cus- 
toms hav e a highly confused origin 
as they evolved slowly through the 
centuries, often adding new cha- 
racteristics. 

The modem image of Santa 
Claus, the jolly old man with a 
white beard who travels by rei- 
ndeer and slides down chimneys, 
has gone through numerous cha- 
nges. 

As such he can only be dated 
with certainty to I * 35 . when U.S. 
songwriter Clement Clarke 
Moore made the first known ref- 
erence in his"a visii from St. Nic- 
holas". Santa Claus' “proper" 
name. 

Nicholas himself, the patron 
saint of children. lived in the third 
century in what is now Turkey. 
His day. Dec. 6. is still celebrated 
in some European countries, not- 
ably the Netherlands, by giving 
gifts to children. 

But in Scandinavia. Christmas is 
the time of a benevolent imp who 
traditionally has a long white 
beard, red pointed hat and brings 
gifts and good luck. 

Most department stores in Nor- 
dic countries use the imps, known 
in Danish as “nisse”. to deck out 
their Christmas window displays. 

And folklore experts maintain 
the nisse may be the direct for- 
erunner of modem cults like Santa 
Claus. 

" You can see their importance 
when you consider that nisse were 
depicted in olden times as sitting 
at the top of evergreen trees, bef- 
ore their place was taken by the 
Christmas Star of Bethlehem.” 
says lb Vamild from the Danilh 
National Museum. 

The nisse are mentioned in an 
ancient Icelandic saga as hou- 
sehold mascots who advise and 
project families, in direct contrast 
to the evil trolls who leave a trail of 
destruction. 

And the idea has turned full cir- 
cle: An English company has sto-' 
rted a "santaiand project" in the ■ 
Swedish town of Mora which it 
says will provide a permanent 
home for Santa Claus. 

One of its functions will be a 
“dial direct" line to father Chr- 
istmas — a modem answer to the 
stacks of mail addressed to “Santa 
Claus. North Pole" that Sca- 
ndinavian ’ post offices receive 
every year. 


Angolan rebels hold 
back Czech captives 


PRETORIA (Rj — Angolan reb- 
els say they are freeing all their 
foreign captives except Cze- 
choslovaks as a goodwill gesture 
for Christmas. 

A spokesman for UNITA (Nat- 
ional Union for the Total Ind- 
ependence of Angola 1 fighting the 
Marxist rulers in Luanda said the 
captives were to have been han- 
ded over to the International Red 
Cross at a rebel camp Friday. 

. But it was not immediately dear 
whether the handover had taken 
place. Informed sources in South 
Africa said a substantial number 
might be released shortly after 
Christmas. 

UNITA, which controls large 
sections of the bush in southern 
Angola, reported this week cap- 
turing 18 Brazilians, Portuguese. 
Spanish. Polish. Japanese. Fil- 
ipino and Italian nationals. 

A spokesman said in Lisbon 
that five Britons taken last month 
would also be among those freed. 

The release of about 20 Cze- 
choslovaks — among 45 captured 
last June — has apparently been 
held up because of attempts to 
exchange them for prisoners held 
by the Angolan government. 

A UNITA communique said 
the government had refused to 
agree on a swap and the Cze- 


choslovaks were being held pen- 
ding further discussion with the 
Red Cross. 

Two Canadian missionary nur- 
ses meanwhile arrived in South 
Africa from Angola, after being 
held captive for several weeks in 
the Angolan bush, in an apparent 
preliminary to the release of 
UNITA captives. 


S. Indian 
rains kill 17 

NEW DELHI (R) — At Jeast 17 
people have been killed and hun- 
dreds of village huts were fla- 
ttened in heavy rains over the past 
two days in the South Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu, state officials said 
Saturday. 

Floodwaters submerged a large 
belt of rice fields and thousands of 
villagers whose homes were thr 7 
eaiened were moved to higher 
ground. 

Officials in Madras said several 
rivers in the Cauvery Delta area 
had burst their banks, but floods 
were draining swiftly. 

Most of the victims were killed 
when rain-soaked walls collapsed 
onto sheltering villagers. 


Bishop denies being 
kidnapped in Nicaragua 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — An 
American-born bishop has turned 
up in Honduras denying Nic- 
araguan claims that he had been 
kidnapped by right-wing rebels 
there. 

Monsignor Salvador Schaefler. 
65. said he left Nicaragua of his 
own free will to accompany about 
3.IHK) Miskito Indians in their 
flight from the country- 

Bishop Schaefler disappeared 
from a Miskito Indian town in nor- 
thern Nicaragua on Tuesday. The 
Nicaraguan government said he 
had been kidnapped by U.S.- 
backed anti-government rebels. 

But he fold reporters that he 


arrived in Honduras Friday: “It 
was not kidnapped. I travelled to 
Honduras to accompany '3.100 
Miskito Indians fleeing the San- 
dinist regime." 

He said the Miskito Indians had 
been planning to seek sanctuary in 
Honduras for several months. He 
intended to return to Nicaragua to 
continue his pastoral work. 

Bishop Schlaefer’s dis- 
appearance heightened tensions 
between Honduras, used as a base 
by U.S.-backed rebels fighting the 
Nicaraguan government and Nic- 
aragua. which accused the Hon- 
duran government of aiding rebels 
In their attacks. 


COLUMNS l&i 


Rolls Royce car shortage hits U.S. 

NEW YORK (R) — Really big U.S. spenders are having a sho- 
pping problem this Christmas: There is a Rolls-Royce shortage. 
* The very rich are fond of buying the hand-crafted cars, costing 
SI 00.000 or more, as gifts for their loved ones. Wealthy ranchers, 
industrialists, pop stars, doctors, dentists and sportsmen have 
made the United States the main market for the cars, which take 
up to five months to build. A five-week strike in England this 
autumn caused a shortage. Rolls-Royce spokesman Reg Abbi$s 
told Reuters: “Some dealers will deliver the car gift-wrapped with 
red and white satin bows on the hood (bonnet). There is now a 
chronic shortage of Rolls-Royce cars in the United States. During 
the strike we lost about 240 cars which would have been here for 
the Christmas trade.” 

Salvation Army at odds with New York 

NEW YORK (R) — The Salvation Army, whose brass bands are 
a traditional pan of Christmas in New York, has run afoul of a city 
ban on discrimination against homosexuals. The city is thr-' 
ealening to withdraw S 5 million worth of contracts it has with the 
Salvation Army to run day care and old people's centres because 
the army will not sign a pledge saying it does not discriminate 
against homosexuals. All city contractors were required as of 
January last year sign the pledge as part of an order by Mayor 
Edward Koch. Lt. Col. Roland Schram. the army's chief of New 
York operations.said: “We do not discriminate against hiring 
homosexuais.but we just cannot sign the pledge as a matter of our 
national policy.” 

King Tut’s curse falls on Lloyds 

LONDON (Rl — The curse of Tutankhamun struck Lloyds of 
London in the form of a heavy insurance bill after a television 
company was jinxed while making a film about the ancient Egy- 
ptian boy king. A judge ruled that the company, forced to delay 
filming at Luxor in Egypt in 1079 when an actor broke his leg, 
could recover damages from the insurance house. The film rec- 
ounted the 1922 British expedition to Luxor to open Tut- 
ankhamun’s treasure-packed tomb, inscribed with a curse pro- 
mising death to all who entered. Actor Ian McShane. playing a 
member of the expedition, managed to throw himself from a 
vintage car before it crashed over the edge of a plateau during 
filming and said it felt as if the car was being pulled towards the 
ravine. 

Motorcycle ace faces tax suit 

CLEVELAND. Ohio (R) — A S 1 .6-million civil lawsuit against 
former motorcycle daredevil Evel Knievel and his wife Linda has 
been filed by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service for back taxes, 
interest and penalties. The government says the money is due for 
taxes from 1972 to 1976 when Knievel was making news and 
breaking bones with his death-defying stunts. Knievel said rec- 
ently he grossed some S2IH) million in his daredevil days, netting 
an estimated 35 to 4i» million, but spent < :45 million. 
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ACROSS 

1 Eradiate 

32 Soprano Emma 

64 Kelapor . 

97 Slutted Jacke 

5 Eucalyptus 

34 Comas home 

ergate 

worn under 

leaf cover 

37 Artery 

65 Toughens 

armor 

9 Collar 

39 Budding 

67 Abominates 

99 Author Ulls 

stiffener 

projection 

69 Geologic 

100 Advocates 

13 Jordan's 

43 “Alcatraz" 

division 

strongly 

capital 

C57 fBm| 

72 Cantor 

105 Ceramic ware 

18 Spindle 

48 Ratchet wheel 

73 Upright 

108 “Pivot" 

IS Virginia 

pc Baber 

74 Poi source 

fS21Hm) 

willow 

50 Songs Of 

78 Harvester 

113 Established 

ZO Certain 

praise 

of grapes 

principle 

runner 

51 Portuguese 

80 Omens 

114 Pinochle 

21 Elevate 

navigator 

SI Finishing tool 

card group 

22 Welcome 

53 Flattened at 

83 Think little ol 

115 Related 

wreaths 

the poles 

84 European 

116 Malarial fever 

23 Comedian Bert 

64 Dressage 

region 

117 Asseverates 

24 Borneo ape 

maneuver 

86 Like noxious 

118 Buoy 

25 US satellite 

55 Noted Chicago 

eHluvia 

119 Layerof 

26 “Sentry” 

aquarium 

87 Longs 

tissue 

(75 Him) 

58 Austere 

89 “Hothouses" 

120 Dumb — 

29 Awkward 

60 Greek tatters 

C59 IHm) 

121 Brevflbquent 

30 Shorthand 

51 Pretenders 

93 To- 

122 Lacoste 

writing 

63 Meat and rice 

94 Tiny antelope 

123 Formerly, one 

31 Besides 

dish 

96 Bums 

124 Holdback 

□OWN 

1 Aromatic 

20 Marquend 

52 Hits. Bib Beal 

82 Slacken 

preparations 

' detective 

style 

65 FBI man 

2 Permission 

27 Had snacks 

56 Steps 

88 Dialigure 

ol sorts 

28 Work! power 
33 “Puppet" 

66 PnwHcamont 

88 Detective 

3 Dress shape 

57 Biller vetch 

90 German river 

s Nuclear 

COOfllmj 

59 Bullring 

91 Babe In arms 

particle 

95 “Chow time” 

cheers 

92 Nickname 

5 Lively rhythm 

C36 film) 

62 Give over 

95 Breathe 

6 Greenland 

35 Adjective 

63 Quaker 

98 Buna Joss 

town 

suffix 

colonist 

stick 

7 Reviews 

37 Amino — 

66 Approaches 

67 460, e.g. 

99 Hawk leash 

Judicially 

38 USSR river 

101 Lanes 

3 Person on 

40 Rio do la — 

58 Position: 

102 Leg^rf-mutton 

conditional 

41 Kind ol sleeve 

comb, form 

sleeve 

liberty 

42 Upright 

69 Stage hit 

103 Habituate 

9 Letter opener 

43 Play tricks on 

70 Correct 

104 Driving lores 

10 Jaf - 

44 Flavoring 

71 AJIeenOuInn 

105 Shoo! 

11 Sex 

plant 

73 Take on 

106 Macadamize 

12 Food-flavoring 

45 Lovely 

75 Bullets 

107 Something 

syrups 

Day Today" 

76 Driving line 

unique 

13 A Shaw 

46 — ipso 

77 Fierce whales 

109 Verve 

14 Mast items 

47 Racetrack 

79 Recipients 

110 Racetrack 

16 Mud 

llg uras 

of 59D 

board 

16 Soaking wet 

49 To rear of 

80 Relative of 

lit Nothings 

17 Cozy homo 

ship 

a tametn 

112 Insacl 

Diagram!*** 

19 X 19. by Mary C. Whitten 


ACROSS 

1 Muslim prayer 

22 Join together 

38 Wrath 

61 Greek letter 

leader 

24 Casino game 

39 Sport 

62 Mexican 

5 Prate 

26 Sans — (care- 

41 - Knievel 

cape 

63 Chimerical 

8 Ms. Turner 

free): Fr. 

42 Err 

8 Way out 

27 Sped 

43 Binge 

notion; var. 

11 NBA great. 

26 Organic 

46 Gooey 

65 Exist 

— Baylor 

compound 

50 -deforce 

88 Hits with the 

12 “Humbug” 

31 Martinique 

51 Greek physl- 
elan of on 

open hand 

partner 

volcano 

67 Dies — 

15 wild 

32 Zola heroine 

53 Martini 

88 Ptshcom- 

19 Contusion 

34 Canal of note 

ingredient 

psnlon 

20 Yoko- 

36 Cigarette 

57 Airtight 

69 “— a boy!” 

21 “Bolero" 

end 

60 Automaton of 

70 Holy women; . 

composer 

37 Airport abbr. 

folklore 

abbr. 

DOWN 

1 Mirages 

14 Ad- 

31 License 

48 Paul— , of art 

2 Cager Johnson 

IS Fragile 

33 Genesis 

49 Still 

3 Cordial base 

16 Sheaf show 

name 

52 Pinch 

4 Neck heir 

17 Elude by 

34 Droops 

53 Ballot* 

5 FrenchwrHer, 

stratagem 

35 Mountains 

54 Ms. Hagen 

Jean — 

16 Lettuce 

In USSR 

55 Salt 

8 Gr. fetter 

19 Melancholy 

40 Inscriptions 

56 Color 

7 lota 

23 Astronaut’s 

41 AichRect 

57 Stave of yore 

10 TwHch 

“fine” 

Saarinen 

38 Obliterate 

11 Rear 

25 House, In 

43 P8lar 

69 SEofDet. 

12 Comic Newhart 

Cannes 

44 Small opening* 

60 Pesky insect 

13 Collection 

29 Indigenous 

45 Gin game 

62 Planes 

of sayings 

30 Accustom 

47 Summer places 

B4 Jackie's second 
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Lost Week's Cryptograms 

1. How very awesome it is for mortal mao to try to visualize the vast size of 
oar infinite universe. 

2. They attached my cowbell with a pnifv hammer, breaking np that old gong 
of mine. 

2. Little bird whittles brittle wood with bis little bill. 

4. Mean locksmith locked two unlucky woodchucks in boy's new red barn. 
CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. HWUTXW CFPPR BEAFYXUYD ZVTEC DYZNEE 

a 

CVZ. WNGGR. SNOW I T E. XDTBGR, OEYYGR, NLC 
OLYYPR, WY MNIl Hit: CUGYR HU DYBYBSYO 
OVAYLHW CMNDL -By Marlene E. Adams 

2. SCOL DHXY WHDI AC BOUS CE ARIHL PIXY, 

YC BOYA POS A RI U F ALFUNCWHEI AC YW1IN 
CE. —By Reba Dew 

3. MTOSY COZY COBB HOAOLYT ZBILLYX IAREISU 

HOTZUHOBBEN ZOBYZHOA MA RTENXYX COT. 

-By John Tenor 

4. POET EOWS, “MOPSI WE SOPSL" TA SW5PXTOXA 

OPI MOXWLWAE! -ByLwSherry 
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